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Happy and Healthy 2021 to all our
friends! As 2020 came to an end, it
seems everyone couldn’t wait for a new
and better year. Yes, our community
and the country had many challenges extreme challenges that no one wants
to face again. Through challenges, our
character is revealed by how we react.
Can we find the good, the lessons to be
learned, to help each
of us be better humans
and to find gratitude?
The answer to that is a
resounding YES!
The Foundation team
has had the privilege
of getting to know so
many of you who support
our work at UnityPoint
Health® – St. Luke’s. During the COVID-19
pandemic, we saw the common thread
of gratitude in each gift. Each told a story
about you. And even during our second
surge of COVID-19, you continued to
support our Mediathon for Children’s
Miracle Network raising over $100,000
and you began supporting the food
pantry for our College students who
need assistance. Your generosity
is endless.
Our hearts are full, thank you. We truly
are in this together. We hope we can
count on you again as we move into
what we hope is our final surge.
Stay well and please wear your mask!
In good health,

Susan Unger
President
UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s Foundation

UPCOMING
EVENTS
MAY
7 – St. Luke’s College Spring Graduation

MEDIATHON MAKES MIRACLES
Siouxland made miracles happen for local children during the UnityPoint Health –
St. Luke’s Children’s Miracle Network 2020 Mediathon event on November 12th and
13th. The two-day event was broadcast live on KG95 and KTIV. Stories of Siouxland
children and families impacted by your gifts were shared, and the community pledged
their support once again to our local Children’s Miracle Network. A total of $88,713 was
raised in just two days. And donations continue to pour in even after the event, bringing
the current amount raised to more than $100,000.
This event has raised more than $1.3 million in the first 19 years through sponsorships,
personal pledges, donated items, and gift basket raffles. This year’s event included 29
creative baskets and 30 community sponsors.
Your generosity helps change lives with over 24,000 annual pediatric visits to UnityPoint
Health – Sioux City each year. Mediathon pledges will be used to enhance children’s
health care at St. Luke’s, helping to purchase equipment and supplies, as well as to
support family and community education programs. Thank you to our generous donors
for the incredible support. We couldn’t have done it without you!

Foundation staff celebrating
end of day 2 of Mediathon.

STUDENTS MAJOR IN
MAKING A DIFFERENCE
As future healthcare professionals, St. Luke’s College students know the
dangers of the coronavirus. But that hasn’t kept them from their classes or
their clinical rotations.
St. Luke’s College went virtual at the beginning of the pandemic because
of the shortage of PPE (personal protective equipment) across the country.
But they were back to their clinical duties by June 8.
With the donation of face masks and shields from members of the
community, the students were able to get back to their work on the hospital
floors, where they help nurses, technicians, and others with their work.
What administrators have learned during the pandemic, however, is that
St. Luke’s College students are mostly non-traditional students, working
full-time and attending classes after work hours. When businesses closed
for safety reasons during the spring, this left students without the income to
pay for basics like food and rent.
When Dr. Kendra Ericson, St. Luke’s College President, took over the reins
at the College, the team got to work on several programs to help students
meet their needs. First on the agenda was a College Cupboard – a food
pantry that also stocks basic healthcare items. Ericson believes they need
approximately $5,000 to fully stock their Cupboard for 2021.
“We know donors are being asked to give to lots of projects,”
Lorraine Sacino-Murphy, Academic Dean, said. “This would
be another way to help the healthcare workforce. This will
lessen the burden on our students and help them focus
on their education.”

Thank you
Siouxland
for supporting
your local
caregivers!

Respiratory Care demonstration in the
lab at St. Luke’s College.

ESTATE
PLANNING
You’ve worked hard your entire life to
make an impact, and one meeting can
help cement your legacy. As a valued
friend of UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s
you have the opportunity to meet oneon-one with our colleague Doug Olson,
Senior Vice President of Thompson &
Associates. After being engaged with
Thompson & Associates for 16 years,
Doug has helped many St. Luke’s
Board members, volunteers, alumni,
employees, donors and other supporters
through the estate planning process.
This process allows you an opportunity
to reduce/eliminate estate taxes so you
can choose to leave more to your loved
ones and charitable organizations. This
service is a gift offered to our donors,
with no pressure, no obligations, and
no time restraints. The recent CARES
Act has laid out new tax changes for
individuals and businesses. Thompson &
Associates partners with local attorneys
and tax professionals to implement
plans according to your wishes. If you
already have a plan in place, Thompson
& Associates can also offer a second look
or help with updates and changes.
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