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In 2019, we’re excited
that we’ll be celebrating
thirty years as a Children’s
Miracle Network hospital.
As I reflect on what
this means, it’s most
important to share our
gratitude with those who had the vision
and foresight to believe this was the
right move for St. Luke’s.
It was 1989 when Mick Shannon who
was the President of Children’s Miracle
Network, headquartered in Salt Lake
City, came knocking on the door of
Lucy Miller-Harris who was our
Development Director in the Foundation.
Mick was a native of South Sioux City
and was born at Lutheran Hospital, one
of our predecessor hospitals. He was
very convincing in his rationale for us to
become a partner CMN hospital. With
Dave Biorn as the CEO, all parties made
the decision to move forward.
Through the last thirty years, many
names have become synonymous
with our CMN brand. We’re indebted
to great community leaders like Ray
Greenberg, Ginny Peterson, Lynn Kafka
and Delaine Peterson.

30 YEARS OF MIRACLES
Over 400,000 miracles and counting! The number of times kids have needed
the services of UnityPoint Health® – St. Luke’s since 1989 gives pause for
celebration and appreciation. This year, St. Luke’s marks its 30th year as a
Children’s Miracle Network Hospital.

Miracles grow here
We plan to mark the milestone all year
long with special events and opportunities
to honor three decades-worth of amazing
care givers and children. The festivities
officially kicked off on January 30 with the
unveiling of a special 30th Anniversary
mural. This colorful Miracle Tree is located
on the hospital’s main level between the lobby and the public elevators. The
Miracle Tree is designed to showcase how miracles have grown at St. Luke’s
over the years. It holds a limited number of brushed gold leaves that may be
customized with a name or the donor’s text of choice. Leaves are available for
$30 each, and the mural will be on display at least through May of 2020.
Other events will also tie into the 30th Anniversary. The Ride for Miracles has a
unique and challenging route designed to celebrate the milestone, and it will be
unveiled this month along with other exciting details about the 2019 Ride. We’ll
also highlight our Children’s Miracle Network Program during Children’s
Hospital Week March 18-22 with our first-ever online silent auction. The auction
will open on March 1 and will close on March 22 at the conclusion of Children’s
Hospital Week. Keep an eye on our social media sites for a link to the silent auction
webpage. Items include a signed Tim McGraw guitar, a Traeger grill and more.

Today we’re proud that our community
chooses St. Luke’s over 90% of the time
to deliver their babies. Overall, families
walked through our doors 400,000 times
to care for their children over the last
thirty years and helping those children
and their families is what matters to us.

Party like it’s 1989

You trust us and we thank you. We
know it can be a very personal and
very frightening time when a child is ill.
Thank you for letting us be YOUR
Children’s Miracle Network Hospital.

Show your support

With gratitude,

Susan Unger, President
UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s Foundation

Our annual Radiothon event on April 25 and 26 will go back in time to “Party
like it’s 1989!” Once again in partnership with iHeartMedia, this 24-hour live
event will feature incredible Miracle Stories from patients and their families.
We hope you’ll join us on-air at KG95 and in-person in the hospital’s Atrium
which will be decked out in a “Totally Awesome!” fashion.

We’re also spreading awareness about the 30th Anniversary
by providing the public a chance to show their support
for Children’s Miracle Network with two
special edition t-shirts which are available
all year. The designs of both shirts are
pictured here, with one being a 1980s
pop art look and the other reinforcing
that it’s time to “Party like it’s 1989.”

To be part of our special 30th Anniversary as a Children’s Miracle Network
hospital, please reach out to St. Luke’s Foundation at (712) 279-3900.

HEALING
THROUGH PLAY
Now beaming with life, color and entertainment, the newly
renovated Pediatric Playroom invites children to be adventurous
and play away their stressful day. We know that the more time
children spend playing means there will be less time for them to
be stressed, scared or bored while in the hospital. With the support
of the Gilchrist Foundation, we are able to provide a fun environment for
children and their families to come and play. The room is equipped with many
video games, movies and write-on walls to let children create and relax during
their stay.

CROSS CHECKING CANCER

FOR A CAUSE

Pink in the Rink went purple, lavender to be specific.
After ten years, UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s and the
Sioux City Musketeers made the decision to raise
awareness and funds for all types of cancer during
the Cross Check Cancer night at the Musketeers. All
funds stay local and go to support oncology patients
and services at UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s.
During the game on October 27 many cancer
survivors, fighters and loved ones of those who
have battled were celebrated and recognized. Elliott
Medina, a 9 year old survivor of a rare form of liver
cancer, was able to drop the puck to begin the game.
Sarah Nelson, a thyroid cancer survivor, was finally given the opportunity to ring the
bell prior to puck drop. The bell ringing is a tradition at the end of cancer treatment
that signals the close of one chapter and the start of another. The first ring is for what
has been endured, the second is to celebrate today, and the third is for the future.
Sarah did not get the chance to ring the bell one year ago when she discovered her
cancer was in remission, which made the event especially memorable for her.
It was a special night for Sarah, Elliott and everyone present. UnityPoint Health –
St. Luke’s would like to thank all those who are supporting cancer fighters, cancer
survivors, the loved ones lost to cancer, their families and their care teams. And
congratulations to the Sioux City Musketeers, who won a thriller in overtime.
The Musketeers continue to be amazing partners in the fight against cancer.
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February 12 - SUX Sports Invitational
March 12 - IHOP Free Pancake Day
March 18-22 - Children’s Hospital Week and Auction
April 25 and 26 - Radiothon
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