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Dennis Rose and his family.

IMPACT REPORT
Second Annual Ride for Miracles
WHAT’S
YOUR
PASSION?
Over the years, I have had the privilege of
seeing donors discover their passion for
giving. You have given your time, talents
and treasures to make UnityPoint Health
- St. Luke’s a better place for our patients
and families. Your passion for making a
difference shows in the progress being
made across our organization.
The future is brighter for more St. Luke’s
College students in our upcoming school
year thanks to nearly $200,000 in
scholarships, given by donors passionate
about education. Ride for Miracles has
grown by five riders this year because of our
Miracle Riders’ passion for children’s health
care and Children’s Miracle Network. The
beautiful healing garden at Siouxland
PACE is in full bloom due to donors’
compassion for program participants.
For individuals who are still discovering
their passion for giving, Eddie Thompson,
of Thompson & Associates, partners with
UnityPoint Health - St. Luke’s Foundation
to provide free services, simplifying the
estate planning process. Please be sure to
read more about Eddie’s services in this
issue of our Impact Report.
No matter how you are giving back, thank
you for being so passionate about St. Luke’s
and our mission to improve the health of
the people and communities we serve.
In good health,

Susan Unger, President

UnityPoint Health - St. Luke’s Foundation

It’s time to get your Kickstands Up on
Miracle Riders from UnityPoint Health®
– St. Luke’s Children’s Miracle Network
will embark on a challenging and
life-changing long-distance motorcycle
ride to raise awareness and funds for
our Miracle Kids. After raising nearly
$25,000 in its inaugural adventure in
2016, the Ride for Miracles returns with
a route that may be the quintessential
American road trip—Route 66.
With a 5,500-mile, 12-day journey,
the commitment and determination
of each Rider honors what every baby
and child in our Intensive Care Unit,
Pediatric Unit, or Emergency
Department faces.
We send off this year’s eight Riders at a
public ceremony beginning at 8:30 a.m.
Monday, September 18 at Thompson
Electric in Sioux City. The
Riders will spend the first
day riding to Chicago
and link up with the
official start of Route
66 at Mile Marker 1.

WELCOME
VIOLET!
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You can follow every mile of the Ride at
www.miracleriders.com, which includes
live video from the lead Rider’s handlebars,
map dot tracking, daily photos and
blog posts, and a link to donate to their
efforts. With the generous support of
our media sponsors KTIV, iHeartMedia
and Wireless World, you’ll also hear and
see daily updates from the road during
the Ride.
All funds raised through sponsorships
and individual donations will benefit
St. Luke’s Children’s Miracle Network. In
addition to raising funds, every rider covers
his own travel and lodging expenses.
You can help welcome the Riders home
on Friday, September 29 with a special
ceremony at 7:30 p.m. at
Firehouse Bar/Doxx
Warehouse in Sioux City.
www.miracleriders.com

A new superhero has joined the
UnityPoint Health - St. Luke’s team. Violet, the
germ-zapping robot, was purchased with
donations to the Foundation by St. Luke’s employees
to help fight infections in the Hospital.

Violet will travel to different units, including the operating
rooms, emergency rooms, and intensive care rooms, to destroy
germs and bacteria to keep our patients safe. With Violet working hard to
eliminate dangerous pathogens, the risk of infections drops significantly.
“We’re proud to implement this innovative technology, because patient
safety is our top priority at St. Luke’s,” said Dr. Mike Kafka, Medical Director.

		

DONORS
SAVE LIVES

Thank you to donors like you who are helping cardiac
arrest patients stay alive. The LUCAS 3 Chest Compression
System was recently purchased for the UnityPoint Health –
St. Luke’s Emergency Department with contributions from
30 different donors to the Heart and Vascular Fund
at the UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s Foundation.

This device will assist emergency professionals by mechanically
performing chest compressions on patients in need. The safe and efficient
tool has been shown to significantly improve quality and increase the consistency
of compressions, compared to manual CPR. The LUCAS provides chest compressions for the
patients, and allows members of the St. Luke’s emergency team to focus on other life-saving tasks.

QUESTIONS ABOUT
ESTATE PLANNING?
You’ve worked hard your entire
life to make an impact, and one
meeting can help cement your legacy. As a
valued friend of UnityPoint Health – St. Luke’s,
you have the opportunity to meet one-on-one
with our colleague Dr. Eddie Thompson. Dr.
Thompson, founder of Thompson & Associates,
has helped many St. Luke’s Board members,
volunteers, alumni, employees and other
supporters through the estate planning process.
This free service ensures that you reduce/eliminate
estate taxes so you can choose to leave more to
your loved ones and charitable organizations. This
service is complimentary, with no pressures, no
obligations, and no time restraints. Thompson &
Associates partners with local attorneys and tax
professionals to implement plans according to
your wishes. If you already have a plan in place,
Thompson & Associates can also offer a second
look or help with updates and changes.
To find out more or to schedule your confidential
appointment, please contact UnityPoint Health –
St. Luke’s Foundation at (712) 279-3900 or email
Rocky.Welker@unitypoint.org.

RADIOTHON RECAP
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20 local business sponsors
BEE WELL ROOM
UnityPoint Health - St. Luke’s
Children’s Miracle Network
proudly dedicated its newest
pediatric theme room, thanks to
the generosity of Sioux Honey
Association. The “Bee Well Room” gives patients, primarily age 2 and under,
a serene environment for healing. The design gives families all the comforts
of home, allowing them to focus on their baby’s recovery. The room includes
a garden mural, honeycomb artwork, and custom curtains and sheets that
encourage patients to “bee kind,” “bee humble,” and “bee grateful.” The Sioux
Honey Association’s Board of Directors hopes anyone who uses the room will
have a sweet stay.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Aug. 25-Sept. 30
Aug. 28-Oct. 1
Sept. 11-13
Sept. 18-29
Sept. 21

15new Kids Club

Love’s Travel Stop campaign for CMN
Walmart-Sam’s Club campaign for CMN
St. Luke’s College Phone-a-Thon
2nd Annual Ride for Miracles
College Scholarship Recognition Luncheon
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If you wish to opt-out of receiving
our Impact Report please contact
Susan Unger at (712) 279-3903.

