“This technology
will be a
tremendous asset
to our nursing
students”
“Simulation is an important part
of the clinical experience. It
gives students the opportunity
to practice key skills such
as assessment of airways,
cardiac rate, respiratory effort,
response to stimulus, and
muscle tone.”
The SimNewB will also be an
asset in teaching neonatal
resuscitation techniques.
According to the American
Heart Association, 10 percent of
newborns in the United States
need some sort of intervention,
and resuscitating a newborn
is quite different than CPR
techniques used on an adult.
Having this tool will aid in saving
the lives of our tiniest patients.

To help support innovative
learning opportunities like this
one, scan the QR code here.

A letter from Mary
Macumber- Schmidt
President,
Trinity Health Foundation
After the difficulties faced in 2020, it is
with immense gratitude that I express
my deepest appreciation to you. As
President of the Foundation, I have the
unbelievable privilege of knowing how
much YOU have supported UnityPoint
Health-Trinity. I am in absolute awe of
the generosity you have come together to provide Trinity’s amazing
team of healthcare providers who aspire, every day, to provide the
Quad Cities with the best care possible.
YOU raised the bar for heart health with a record setting UnityPoint
Health Cup golf tournament to support Trinity’s Cardiovascular Services.
YOU care for countless cancer patients who can confidently receive
high quality cancer care at Trinity’s Cancer Center.
YOU have supported the well-being of our healthcare heroes by
supporting our Hope for Heroes Fund.
YOU make it possible for tomorrow’s nurses to receive high quality
training and education at Trinity College of Nursing & Health Sciences.
I truly could not be more grateful for the way you have come together
to make dreams and amazing, life changing care happen. When I
think back to this time last year, I remember the stress and fear that
overwhelmed the world, and while each day continues to bring us new
challenges to conquer—we have great hope for the future because
of you. As we approach the end of the year, I look forward to the
continued opportunities to work together to care for the health and
well-being of our families, friends and neighbors. Thank you for all that
you do to support Trinity—you inspire us.

Thank you,
Mary Macumber-Schmidt
President, Trinity Health Foundation

(Open the camera on your smart
phone and hover over QR Code)

Please consider making a donation to
Trinity Health Foundation to support your WHY.
Trinity Health Foundation is grateful for the support we receive
from our community. If you wish to no longer receive requests for
charitable support, please let us know by calling (563) 742-7610.
Copyright ® 2021 UnityPoint Health. All Rights Reserved. ® SM trademarks of UnityPoint Health.
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Grieving Mother Honors Care Team After Receiving
Exceptional Care During Unimaginable Circumstances
Jenna Kushmer was 27 weeks pregnant with
her fourth son, Oliver, when she went in for a
routine anatomy scan. The doctor detected an
irregularity in his heart and referred her for a Fetal
Echocardiogram. “There was a shift in the energy,”
Jenna said. “I could tell something wasn’t right.”
Jenna was told Ollie had multiple heart defects that
resulted in no oxygen return to his heart. “It felt as
if all the blood was draining from my body as the
doctor explained the reality of Ollie’s diagnosis,”
Jenna recalled. The doctor told her that Ollie would
have to be rushed into open-heart surgery within
two hours of delivery, and if he survived, he would
need at least four additional open-heart surgeries
before age 5.
After long and careful consideration of Ollie’s
diagnosis, Jenna decided not to proceed with the
surgery. She returned to UnityPoint Health – Trinity
so she could go through this tumultuous time where
she felt most comfortable. “I delivered two other
babies at Trinity and could not have asked for better
care. I had every faith that my wishes would be heard
and honored,” Jenna said.
Due to his diagnosis, Ollie was given 30 minutes to
an hour to live. Most important to Jenna was to be
able to spend every precious moment she could
holding her son and bonding with him. She and her
Trinity care team developed a birth plan and plan of
care so she could do just that. “My very first nurse,
Erin, was such a strong advocate for Ollie and me.
She made sure everyone read and understood
the birth plan to ensure it was exactly as I wanted,”
said Jenna.

Jenna, Ollie and Trinity Care Team

Ollie was born Sunday, July 11, 2021. “It could have
been a very grim day, but my nurse, Kendall, made
sure it was full of love, laughter, and kindness,”
recalled Jenna. “She listened to me, coached me
through contractions, and when Ollie was born, she
put him directly on my stomach and helped me to
cut his cord myself.”
Ollie lived for four days. Throughout that time,
Jenna’s care team was there to support her and
Ollie through the unexpected blessing. “Jenna
was always so focused on keeping everyone
comfortable through what she knew was a difficult
situation for others,” said Trinity Neonatologist
Dr. Sarah Lentz. “We were truly honored to be able
to care for her and Ollie.”
Continued on next page

Following his birth, Ollie was in the care of the
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at Trinity. He
was experiencing Patent Ductus Arteriosus. In utero,
the ductus arteriosus allows oxygen to bypass
the lungs and typically closes after birth. Dr. Lentz
explained that due to his heart defects, this opening
would not close, and it would be a matter of time
before he ran out of oxygen.

ornaments of his footprints, and a printed and
labeled copy of Jenna’s labor minutes. “Ollie
was with us for four days. Four beautiful days.
At the end of it all, I am left with memories and
photos,” said Jenna. “Because of the incredible
thoughtfulness of the staff at Trinity I have these
beautiful keepsakes and memories that I will
cherish forever.”

“Not only was I unprepared for the extra time with
my son, but I was truly blown away by the exemplary
care I received,” Jenna said. “Since Ollie was only
supposed to be with us for 30 minutes, I only
brought one outfit with me. Eventually, that outfit
was soiled and one of my nurses, Audra, witnessed
me in the middle of a meltdown. I could not imagine
my sweet baby being in this outfit any longer. She
put her hand on my shoulder and said she would be
right back. Out of the donated clothes in the NICU,
she grabbed an outfit that said ‘I am loved’ on it. It
was so perfect, I cried in her arms.”

Later that week, Jenna returned to Trinity to give
hand-written, personalized thank you notes to each
member of her care team. Jenna also nominated
each of her nurses for a Daisy Award in honor
of the care she received. The Daisy Award is a
national award that recognizes exceptional nurses
for the care they give and the impact they leave on
the lives of others.

Jenna has three other children ages eight, five,
and three. Since she anticipated only 30 minutes
with Ollie, she had not planned on having the boys
meet him. With the gift of additional time, she was
able to bring him home and introduce him to his
brothers. “I was so scared to bring him home to
the boys,” she said. “When I told Dr. Lentz, she did
a happy dance. She was so happy for me that my
children and I would get to make those memories.”
The boys were able to spend two beautiful days
loving their new baby brother, fighting over who
got to hold him next.

“We all love what we do, but to receive that kind
of thoughtful recognition meant the world to
our team,” said Dr. Lentz. “It was such a difficult
experience for everyone involved but we know we
honored Oliver’s short life and were able to create
memories with his family.”
If you have received exceptional care from a nurse
at Trinity and want to support others in receiving
care, please call us at (563) 742-7610.

YOUR
DONATIONS

at work

When it comes to your heart,
prevention is the best cure!
Understanding the impact of
proper diet and exercise is
imperative in disease prevention.
Thanks to your donations,
UnityPoint Health – Trinity, can
provide education and support to
our community in a whole new way!
This year Trinity welcomed Teresa
Pangan, PhD to her new role as
Prevention & Wellness Strategist.
With a focus on cancer and heart
health, Teresa provides community
education and support on the topics
of disease prevention, improving
health through nutrition, and other
proven wellness techniques.

heart health, cancer, and diabetes.
“Cooking with heart was absolutely
fantastic,” said Stephanie Balagna.
“I have to be careful with what I eat
due to my diagnosis, and Teresa
provided recipes and tips that I will
use for the rest of my life.”
“I love it when participants in my
classes get excited about the
changes they are making in their
diet,” said Teresa. “This happens
when they are willing to go outside
of their comfort zone, pull back the
curtain on whole foods, and learn
how to put them together to create
delicious dishes.”
To continue to make an
impact on important initiatives
like this one, donate today!
trinityhealthfoundation.org/donate

Teresa Pangan

Investing in the Future
Soon-to-be nurses at Trinity College of Nursing & Health
Sciences benefit in the classroom from your generosity.
Because of YOU, a SimNewB Neonatal Simulator was
purchased to provide hands-on training to prepare future
nurses to deliver high-quality care. The SimNewB was
designed to provide a highly realistic experience for students
to practice care on a newborn from the delivery room to
the NICU. “This technology will be a tremendous asset to
our nursing students,” said Kim Perry, Chair of Nursing.

On the day of Ollie’s memorial service, Jenna was
filled with gratitude for the team that had cared for
her sweet boy. “They all came,” she said. “I was so
focused on the impact they had made on Ollie’s life;
I did not even realize the impact he had on theirs.”
Throughout their experiences with Jenna and
Ollie, the staff put together keepsakes including

Your generosity makes
a difference in many
ways. From funding the
purchase of state-of-theart technology, to helping
put a student through
college, what you do
matters to this world.

Investing in Disease Prevention

Teresa also teaches Trinity’s
acclaimed Cooking with Heart
Series, which offers three tracks for

“I am so thankful for the extra time we got with
Ollie, but it was terrifying not knowing when we
would lose him. I was scared to do anything but be
with him,” Jenna said. Dr. Lentz talked her through
Ollie’s final moments. “It was incredibly difficult to
know she was going through such a painful time,
but I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to
support her through it,” said Dr. Lentz.

Highlighting the ways
YOU make a difference

Ollie and his brothers

Neonatal Simulator
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