Drug Overdose/Poisoning
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1.
1. Consider
Consider possible
possible scene
scene &
& patient
patient contamination
contamination and
and follow
follow agency
agency safety
safety procedures.
procedures.
2.
2. IfIf SAFE
SAFE to
to do
do so,
so, remove
remove from
from any
any exposure
exposure environment.
environment.
3.
3. IfIf narcotic
narcotic overdose
overdose suspected,
suspected, administer
administer Narcan
Narcan 2-4mg
2-4mg IN.
IN. May
May repeat
repeat in
in 10
10 min
min ifif no
no response
response
4.
4. Oxygen:
Oxygen: Titrate
Titrate SpO2
SpO2 to
to 94-99%.
94-99%. Be
Be prepared
prepared to
to support
support the
the patient’s
patient’s respirations
respirations with
with BVM
BVM ifif necessary.
necessary.
5.
5. Gather
Gather all
all medications/pill
medications/pill bottles
bottles etc.
etc. and
and give
give to
to transport
transport agency.
agency.
6.
6. Check
Check and
and record
record vital
vital signs
signs every
every 55 minutes,
minutes, ifif serious,
serious, 15
15 minutes
minutes ifif minor
minor to
to moderate,
moderate, until
until the
the
transporting
transporting unit
unit arrives.
arrives.

1.
1. Continue
Continue EMR
EMR care.
care.
2.
2. Apply
Apply cardiac
cardiac monitor
monitor and
and obtain
obtain 12-lead
12-lead EKG
EKG ifif indicated
indicated by
by chief
chief complaint,
complaint, transmit
transmit to
to receiving
receiving facility
facility (if
(if
equipped).
equipped). ItIt isis beyond
beyond the
the scope
scope of
of the
the EMT
EMT to
to monitor,
monitor, interpret
interpret 12-leads
12-leads or
or cardiac
cardiac rhythms.
rhythms.
3.
3. Check
Check Blood
Blood glucose
glucose level.
level. IfIf << 60,
60, or
or << 80
80 with
with signs/symptoms,
signs/symptoms, treat
treat per
per Altered
Altered Level
Level of
of Conscious
Conscious SMO
SMO
4.
4. Initiate
Initiate ALS
ALS intercept
intercept for
for further
further medications,
medications, ifif indicated.
indicated.
5.
5. Contact
Contact receiving
receiving hospital
hospital as
as soon
soon as
as possible
possible

1.
1. Continue
Continue EMT
EMT care.
care.
2.
2. Initiate
Initiate IV
IV Normal
Normal Saline
Saline 1-2L
1-2L bolus
bolus to
to maintain
maintain aa systolic
systolic BP
BP greater
greater than
than 90
90 mmHg.
mmHg.
3.
If
BP
<
90
mmHg,
give
20mL/kg
fluid
bolus
of
Normal
Saline
and
re-assess.
3. If BP < 90 mmHg, give 20mL/kg fluid bolus of Normal Saline and re-assess.
4.
4. IfIf narcotic
narcotic overdose
overdose suspected,
suspected, administer
administer Narcan
Narcan 2-4mg
2-4mg IN?IV/IM.
IN?IV/IM. May
May repeat
repeat in
in 10
10 min
min ifif no
no response
response
5.
5. Consider
Consider ALS
ALS intercept
intercept should
should the
the situation
situation warrant
warrant additional
additional medication.
medication.
6.
6. Contact
Contact receiving
receiving hospital
hospital as
as soon
soon as
as possible
possible (need
(need time
time to
to prepare)
prepare) or
or Medical
Medical Control
Control ifif necessary.
necessary.

1.
1. Continue
Continue EMT-I
EMT-I care.
care.
2.
2. IfIf known
known tricyclic
tricyclic antidepressant
antidepressant (TCA)
(TCA) or
or Aspirin
Aspirin (ASA)
(ASA) overdose
overdose give
give Sodium
Sodium Bicarbonate
Bicarbonate 50mEq
50mEq IV.
IV.
3.
3. Transport
Transport as
as soon
soon as
as possible.
possible.
4.
4. Contact
Contact receiving
receiving hospital
hospital as
as soon
soon as
as possible
possible (need
(need time
time to
to prepare)
prepare) or
or Medical
Medical Control
Control ifif necessary.
necessary.
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