Partners in UNITY
SPRING 2021

Foundation
Mission
Statement
The Finley Health Foundation provides
financial support to UnityPoint Health®
– Finley Hospital and the Dubuque
Visiting Nurse Association via ongoing
fundraising activities – through the
cultivation and solicitation of gifts from
private individuals and families, area
corporations, foundations and
government entities that can be
used to support operations, clinical
programs and major capital projects.

Upcoming Events:
Nursing Scholarship Luncheon

Sometimes it’s ok not to be ok.
Let’s face it, 2020 was a long and difficult year and we thank you for your
continued trust in us to care for your loved ones.
Please know, we will continue to take all necessary precautions while we are
moving forward to vaccinate the community as quickly as possible, including
wearing personal protective equipment and following the highest infection
protocol available, to ensure the safety of our patients and team members.
We will continue to work with public health officials to determine how and
when to adjust our policies for visitations and social activities and keep
you updated.
Right now, we’re doing everything necessary to sustain daily operations
and provide services to our community. We recognize that there is a lot of
uncertainty in your lives and we know that we need to adapt to the changing
reality around us.
There is a light at the end of the tunnel. We have begun to see that the
vaccine has provided us with a powerful tool that has become a lifesaving
turning point in the fight against COVID-19.
Now, more than ever, our community needs us. And we need you.
We wish you continued good health and spirits.
With gratitude,

Summer 2021

Thompson & Associates
Accepting New Clients for Spring 2021

Miracles on the Mississippi Gala
Saturday, August 14, 2021

Chad Wolbers
President & CEO
UnityPoint Health – Finley Hospital

Legacy Society Dinner
Fall 2021

Fall Donor Reception
Fall 2021

iCare Employee Giving Campaign
October 4-15, 2021

Barbara Potts
Executive Director
UnityPoint Health – Finley Health Foundation

Sunshine Circle Marketplace
November 2021

Community Annual Appeal
November and December 2021

unitypoint.org

Dustin Farber
Board Chair
UnityPoint Health – Finley Health Foundation

COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic
In early February, Finley Hospital partnered with Grand
River Medical Group and the VNA to begin vaccinating
eligible patients.

“We hope to see an increase in people being vaccinated in the
coming weeks,” Vaccine Clinic Manager, Amy Reynolds said.
“An increase in doses means more patients have been vaccinated,
which in turn means we can get back to some sense of normalcy
in the coming months.”

Dubuque native, John Butler, was
one of the first patients to receive
his first dose of the COVID-19
vaccine.

As health care providers continue working to vaccinate as many
community members as possible and until the COVID-19 vaccine
becomes more widely available, please remember to continue
wearing masks, practice physical distancing, washing hands and
staying home when sick.

“I was delighted at the opportunity
to get this done,” John Butler said.
“It’s the right thing to do. We’ve
been quarantining ourselves for
close to a year. We want to get back
to an occasional meal out at a nice
restaurant, traveling, seeing old
friends…we’ve missed all of it and
hope to get back to that.”

John Butler

Since moving to the Dubuque
County Community Vaccination
Point of Distribution (POD) site,
Finley has administered more than
5,000 vaccine doses.

Recognizing Quality, A Turpin Tradition
Along with the recognition, a monetary gift is provided to the
nominees’ health care organization. “We are proud of the
12 UnityPoint Heath – Finley Hospital nurses who have been
honored with this recognition and are equally as grateful to
have Pat and his team acknowledge the profession of nursing
throughout the Tri-States,” said Chad Wolbers, President and
CEO of Finley Hospital.

With more than 60 years in business, Turpin Dodge
Chrysler Jeep understands what it means to be a great
community partner.
Just ask Pat Turpin, owner “providing quality vehicles to our
community is a point of pride for our team, but there’s a few
things we are equally as proud of, and one of those is the way
we honor our everyday heroes. Throughout the last year we
shifted our focus to recognize and honor the amazing work of
the nursing profession throughout the COVID-19 pandemic
with the Turpin’s Nurse of the Week program.”

Congratulations to the following Finley Hospital nurses for
being honored as “Nurse of the Week” by Turpin Dodge
Chrysler Jeep:
Emily Haverland . . . . . . . . Intensive Care Unit
Shelly Mescher . . . . . . . . . Summit Health Center
Mary Carol Batteram . . . . Wendt Regional Cancer Center
Linda Loney . . . . . . . . . . . . Intensive Care Unit
Jessica Healey . . . . . . . . . . 5 Medical/Surgical
Linda Abitz . . . . . . . . . . . . . House Supervisor
Tim Noel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Emergency Department
Jill Herrig . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Intensive Care Unit
Diane Asmussen . . . . . . . . Palliative Care
Molly Fleege . . . . . . . . . . . 5 Medical/Surgical
Mike Reiss . . . . . . . . . . . . . Emergency Department
Becky Bellows . . . . . . . . . . 5 Medical/Surgical

Chad Wolbers, President and CEO of Finley Hospital, and
Pat Turpin, Owner of Turpin Dodge Chrysler Jeep
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Premier Bank – “Lending” a Helping Hand
The beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic was like no other experience any of us has gone
through. As stores, bank lobbies and restaurants closed down, each of us pivoted to take care of
and protect our loved ones.
As the first weeks passed, Premier Bank took a step in the opposite direction, reaching out to the
Finley Health Foundation to ask how they could help Finley Hospital and its team members.
Andrew Mozena, President & CEO of Premier Bank said, “reflecting back to the beginning of the
pandemic, there was an uneasy feeling of what our world, and our own community, was about to
go through. While the rest of us were preoccupied with distancing ourselves for safety, the frontline health care workers were expected to place themselves at risk on a daily basis.
“Needless to say, health care workers were constantly on our minds, so we wanted to do
something for them, to show them, we were here, we see you, and we are forever grateful for
your selflessness in showing up every single day to fight this pandemic,” said Mozena.
Following a meaningful conversation with the Finley Health Foundation, Premier Bank made a
monetary gift to support the purchase of snacks and drinks, providing a necessary reprieve and
respite for team members throughout the hospital.

Andrew Mozena

Over the years, Premier has supported major capital campaign projects, including the
Grandview Expansion and Pediatric Therapy Center, and sponsored Finley Health Foundation’s
annual gala since its inception.
Of their support, Mozena said “the Finley Gala has always been an important event for Premier
Bank to sponsor. Aside from the evening being relaxing and entertaining, we want to be a part
of something where we have the power to advance patient care into the future.
Premier Bank partners with the Finley Health Foundation and UnityPoint - Finley Hospital as a
way to positively impact our community’s health.
“Now more than ever we want to do our part to assist [Finley] in advancing their valuable
programs and technologies that ensure the best outcome for every patient of the hospital,”
shared Mozena.

From Humble Beginnings
Located in the lobby of Finley Hospital and designed by
Presentations, Inc., the Donor Recognition Wall features a
beautiful Fall panoramic of the Mississippi River by award
winning local photographer Dr. Abdul Sinno.

UnityPoint Health – Finley Hospital and the Finley Health
Foundation have enjoyed a long and storied history since
their humble beginnings in 1890, a beginning made possible
through a bequest from the Helen Finley Estate in memory of
her late husband, Dr. John Finley.

“The Foundation appreciates and recognizes the generosity
and trust our donors place in us. We are honored to have this
opportunity to recognize our many donors,” said Barbara Potts,
Executive Director of the Finley Health Foundation.

Today, the Finley Hospital continues to evolve into a
comprehensive medical facility growing to meet the needs of
the citizens of the Tri State area with a personalized approach.

Once Finley Hospital is open to the public, we look forward to
welcoming you to view the consolidated recognition display.

We acknowledge and honor at its’ core Finley Hospital
exists due to the generosity of its first donors, John and
Helen and has continued to grow
through the generations of donors
who have followed.
To express our gratitude, the Finley
Health Foundation is proud to
unveil to the community our new
Donor Recognition Wall to provide a
consolidated location to recognize our
donors, champions, volunteers, staff,
or others whose efforts have helped
to support and further the hospital’s
mission, goals, and accomplishments.
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A Gift of Knowledge
Carla Belken, Director of Education and Organizational
Excellence at UnityPoint Health – Finley Hospital, has worked
in health care for more than 32 years. She started as a hospital
volunteer, and worked her way up to a hospital leadership
position. As a health care professional Carla has experienced
many things, but she will never forget the personal experience
that sparked her interest in becoming a nurse – her mother’s
battle with cancer.
Carla grew up in a small family with a long history of cancer.
She was only 12 years old when her mother passed away
from what was believed to be ovarian cancer. A few decades
later her father and her brother were both battling cancer.
They were faced with separate types of cancer, but cancer,
nonetheless.

Carla Belken (center) with her daughters,
Ashley Mirehouse (right) and Amber Healton (left)

Through her genetic counseling results, Carla tested positive for
the BRCA2 gene and learned that she had an 87 percent chance
of getting breast cancer. The results took her by surprise.

With a nursing background, Carla understood cancer can be
hereditary, and first-line relatives are at the greatest risk. In
2016, shortly after the Wendt Regional Cancer Center started
offering genetic counseling as a free service funded by the
Finley Health Foundation, Carla made a proactive decision to
go through genetic counseling.

“Finley Hospital handed me a gift through genetic
counseling,” said Belken. “I am now able to live healthier and
be an advocate for others who have a family history of cancer.”
Carla wants others to know the importance of seeking out a
Genetics Counselor. While some cancers happen by chance,
there are contributing factors for some that can increase an
individual’s risk of being diagnosed with cancer.

After meeting with Shana Coker, RN, MSN, AOCNS, ARNP,
Finley Hospital’s genetic counselor, Carla was provided with
the resources she needed to move forward with preventative
measures for both ovarian and breast cancers. Carla decided
testing was an appropriate next step for her. The appointment
was quick but thorough. Carla provided her family history and
gave a saliva and blood sample.

Heredity is one factor that can play an important role in
the development of certain cancers, such as breast, colon,
ovarian and endometrial. Having knowledge of such genetic
alterations in a family can allow individuals to make informed
decisions regarding cancer prevention.

“The decision to go through genetic counseling and testing
was easy for me,” said Belken. “I trust providers and their
expertise, and I wasn’t scared. It really was a no brainer
because I knew I wanted to do everything I could to live
without a cancer diagnosis.”

Knowing your family’s health history can prepare you to take
the appropriate steps to live a happy and healthy life.
To learn more about Finley Hospital’s Genetic Counseling
please go to: unitypoint.org/geneticcounseling.

To learn about projects being funded through the
Finley Health Foundation check out the ‘Projects Made Possible’ page at
unitypoint.org/Dubuque/foundation.
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Hand in Hand – Health Care and Spiritual Care
Our vision at UnityPoint Health – Finley Hospital and the
Finley Health Foundation is to provide the best outcome,
every patient, every time, and includes meeting the
emotional and spiritual needs of those we serve.
Spiritual Care has never been more at the fore front of
health care than it was throughout 2020 and into 2021,
developing into an additional care tool to assist in the
healing process. Clinically trained to help navigate the
health care experience, chaplains act not only as spiritual
counselors, but as advocates for patients and staff.
As an extension of the medical team, Finley Hospital
Chaplain, Claudia Dorsch, brought her extensive
knowledge and training to Finley in early 2020. As
Chaplain, Claudia has provided comfort to countless
patients who were unable to be near family
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.

Finley Hospital has placed a renewed emphasis on the
importance and need for a dedicated hospital- based
chaplain and is focused on providing board-certified
chaplains in its facility to continue to enhance the patient
experience. With that renewed focus, the Finley Health
Foundation will establish an endowment for Spiritual Care;
to provide support to Finley’s Chaplain for many years to
come.
In addition to community support, proceeds from the 2021
Miracles on the Mississippi Gala will be used to establish
the Spiritual Care Endowment.

Claudia’s expertise has provided sensitive,
supportive spiritual care to patients and
their families and become an integral part
of the delivery of care. In her work, Claudia
has not only advocated for patient’s religious
and cultural traditions, but she’s also served as
a spiritual counselor for team members during,
potentially, one of the most trying and difficult
times of their career.
Dedicated chaplains influence better decisions
about care, improve clinical outcomes, and enhance
staff morale. The trust they establish with patients
transfers to other members of the care team, leading to
better care and better outcomes.

Claudia Dorsch

Miracles
2021

CELEBRATING
10 YEARS OF
SUPPORT
TO YOUR
COMMUNITY
HOSPITAL

ON THE MISSISSIPPI GALA
SATURDAY

AUGUST 14, 2021
Call (563) 557-2700 for tickets.
unitypoint.org/gala

Featuring

DON FELDER
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Formerly of The Eagles

350 N. Grandview Ave.
Dubuque, IA 52001
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

350 N. Grandview Ave. | Dubuque, IA 52001

The Finley Health Foundation is governed by a 15-member volunteer
Board of Directors. Through the work of the Board and its Committees,
the Board sets policies and oversees investments and the audit
process. We thank the Board of Directors for their service and
continued support of Finley Hospital and the Finley Health Foundation.

2021 Finley Health Foundation Board Of Directors
Chad Wolbers, President and CEO

Gary Dolphin

Dustin Farber, Chair

Charlie Giese

President & CEO, UnityPoint Health – Finley Hospital
CEO, Naylor Companies

Community Leader
President, Giese Manufacturing Co.

Scott Harris, Past Chair

Jason Knockel

Ryan Burbach, Vice Chair

Sarita Koneru

President, Harris Golf Cars
Partner of Decision Support Services,
Honkamp Krueger & CO., P.C.

Kristen Igo, Secretary/Treasurer
Community Leader

Randy Bender

President, Bender’s Foods

Poppy Conlon

Business Development, Conlon Construction Co.

CEO, Kunkel & Associates, Inc.
Community Leader

Katie Moran

Chief Financial Officer, Steele Capital Management, Inc.

Andrew Mozena

President, Premier Bank

Hillard A. Salas, MD

Internal Medicine, Grand River Medical Group

Creed Waelchli

Assistant Vice-President, Specialized Insurance
Division, Cottingham & Butler
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