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From the President ...

Becky McKay, ‘83

Oh, what a year it has been! So
much to process, so many simple
tasks of daily life that now cannot
be done without first checking to
see if you have, not only your wallet
and your keys, when you get ready
to walk out your front door, but
also 1 or 2 clean facemasks, and
a full, pocket-sized bottle of hand
sanitizer!

515-707-6178 (leave a voicemail)
40weeks@pobox.com

Unpresedented is a word that I can
go another 15 years without hearing
again!

President
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Oh, and I have made promises
to myself: I will never-ever again
take for granted; seeing family
and friends face-to-face in close
proximity, or eating out, actually in
a restaurant, or hugging loved ones
everytime I have an opportunity to
do so (get ready for it grandchildren,
I most likely will embarrass you!) , or
attending worship services in street
clothes and real shoes, or spending
an hour and a half picking out my
own groceries!
OH, WHAT A YEAR IT HAS BEEN!
May the year 2021 be a year of new
beginnings, renewed faith in our
God and our country, its’ citizens
and our leadership. May we look
back, and then ahead, and take

into that future, a renewed sense of
energy, determination, health, and,
leaning on the lessons of this past
year; to treasure what is near and
dear to us as individuals, families,
a profession and a country. Many
thanks to our own profession of
nurses, the ancillary hospital staff
members, our providers, essential
workers, and all who have made,
even a day of our anxious lives,
easier for us as we navigate through
this pandemic of 2020!
Before I close, I want to leave you
all with one of the good things that
have come from this pandemic
experience; what began as a little
idea (having IMSN gift masks made
for the 2 speakers at our firstever virtual IMSN Class Reunion)
led to masks and then tee shirts
and sweatshirts for all of IMSN
Alumni and their supporters. Our
Alumni Association has realized
approximately $1800 of profit to
take to the bank. In the words of
Becky McKay, “YeeeeeHaaaaaa!”
See you again in the April News
for Nurses .. Spoiler alert: I
will be discussing a look and
revision by the IMSN Board, of
our Alumni Association By-Laws,
and be ready, during our reunion

continued on page 4
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In Memoriam

LAURA PARKER SLYCORD
(1953),
November 4, 2020
RAMONA MCCLAFLIN
PORTER (1954),
November 24, 2020
DONNA RAE SHANK
FURLONG (1955),
November 11, 2020

MARY BOTTORFF TJOSSEM
(1957), September 10, 2020
CAROLYN EDDY ALBERTSON
(1964), October 22, 2020
RUTH MAE TEAGARDEN
UNDERWOOD (1964),
October 22, 2020
JUDITH GRIFFITH LOSH
(1965), December 4, 2020
CHRISTY SIMONS HOPKINS
(1973), September 10, 2020
DONNA BECKER OWEN
(1974), August 25,2020
TAMARA WALLACE
BONNETT (1993),
December 5, 2020

Donations are tax deductible!
Send a check or money order to:
IMSN Alumni Association
C/O Chris Parker
9589 NE 28th Court
Ankeny, Iowa 50021
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Memorial Gifts

MARY KING THOMPSON
Class of 1950
Given by Lorene Kohls Evans
(1950)
MARY KING THOMPSON
Class of 1950
Given by Shirley Higdon
Nussbaum (1955)
MARY KING THOMPSON
Class of 1950
JANE MERCER MAHAFFEY
Class of 1958
Given by Donna Rankin
Blochowitz (1958)

CAROLYN EDDY ALBERTSEN
Class of 1959
Given by Joyce Bailey Weiss
(1959)
JANE HORKA WYATT
Class of 1963
Given by Alice Walker Doyle
(1963)
MARY KING THOMPSON
Class of 1950
Given by Janet Tungesvick (1964)

RUTH TEAGARDEN
UNDERWOOD
Class of 1964
Given by Margaret Martin
Cunningham (1964)
DONNA BECKER OWEN
Class of 1974
Given by Carolyn Greening
Christman (1968)
REBECCA MEANS DANIELS
Class of 1975
Given by Lou Ann Nichols Willis
(1975)
KELLY KAE CAMERON FALKE
Class of 1980
Given by “The Bags” (by special
request) (1980)
NORMA JEAN WAGGONER
FITTS Class of 1947
Given by Mr. James A. Fitts

RUTH TEAGARDEN
UNDERWOOD
Class of 1964
Given by Mr. Roger Underwood
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CLASS OF 1971: A Call to Action
Hello all members of the Class of 1971! We will be
celebrating you as the honored 50 year class at the
time of the Annual Reunion and Banquet in 2021.
Reunion Weekend activities are focused on
celebration of the 50 year class.
One special piece of this celebratory year is the
making of a 50 year Class book. This is accomplished
through the work of a class committee that works
to contact all 50 year class members through mail
and calls in order to collect personal /professional
accomplishment information as well as pictures to

compile each graduate’s designated pages. Template
letters and process is provided to the committee for
the work to be completed. A board member or older
class committee member will work with the committee
as a Consultant for the project. The Alumni Board
works with a layout expert that assists with preparing all
the pages for printing, once compilation is completed
by the committee. Printing is done by the UPH print
shop and each 50 year class member pays a fee to
receive one of these books. Historically, classes have
truly enjoyed having this wonderful book.

Board of Directors for the 2021 Year
COVID-19 has effected so many things this past year,
including our ability to have our traditional Alumni
meetings, celebrations and Annual elections.
As a result, the Board voted to extend each Board
member position commitment for one year.
Your Alumni Board of Directors for the year of 2021 includes:
Rebecca (Becky) McKay — President
Chris Parker — Treasurer
Caleb Hegna — UPH Foundation Representative
Thank you to each of these committed individuals!

Directors:
Dawn Kirkman
DeDe Gorsche
Diane Clevenger
Dixie Harms
Donna Troxel
Linda Glass McBride
Sheri Hanson Miller
Trent, Wendy
McCullough, Janice K.
Johnson, Rachael M.
Janet Goldsmith
Linda Carter

Thank You! IMSN Nurses Are the Best!
DONATIONS GRANTED BY:
Betty Van Ginkle Knapp (1948)
Marilyn Picht Poulson (1954)
Ruth Krusenstjerna Mowrey (1955)
Jane Harken Schlampp (1964)
Cheryl Boney Soelberg (1968)
Donna Behrens Troxel (1969)
Contra Elle Anderson (1970)
Dianne Eninger Binder (1970)
Deanne DeVore Hunt (1970)

Suzanne Dishon Kirar (1970)
Pamela Longnecker Logli (1970)
Cheryl Larson Sondall (1970)
Geri Vedvick Wheeler (1970)
Harriet Krueger Gushue (1971)
Cherlyn Geise (1974)
Lou Ann Nichols Willis (1975)
Melissa Phipps Huyser (1985)

Left to right: President, Becky McKay, Donna Troxel, Janice McCullough, Chris Parker, Caleb Hegna, Mary Cross, Wendy Trent,
Janet Goldsmith, Linda Carter, Dawn Kirkman, Linda McBride, Diane Clevenger and De De Gorsche. Missing: Dixie Harms,
Racheal Johnson and Sheri Miller
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History of Iowa Methodist School of Nursing 1901-1999
Have you wondered what the School was
like in the beginning years? Do you know the
great advances that have occurred during
the 98 years of existence? Do certain words
bring nostalgic memories to your mind?
Hypodermoclysis, stupes, iron lungs, first scrub,
NG tubes, the hospital fire, assessments, case
histories, dissecting cats, follow throughs and
graduation.

Name______________________________________

The 180 page history with 40 pictures will
bring alive those memories and freshen your
knowledge of the School of Nursing.

Price per book $15 cash and carry or $20 shipped

Iowa Methodist School of Nursing
History Book Order Form

Address____________________________________
City___________________ State______ Zip_______

$___.00 X _____ # books ordered = _________
As a tribute to a fine school which consistently
graduated nurses of the highest caliber, you will
not want to miss how it all began and finished
with glory. Available now, you can order your
copy for personal use or holiday gift giving.

TOTAL ENCLOSED__________________________
Send payment to Chris Parker, Treasurer
9589 NE 28th Court, Ankeny, IA 50021

Cut form out.

SUPPORT YOUR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION — ORDER FORM
NAME 									YEAR OF GRAD. FROM IMSN:
NAME AT GRADUATION
ADDRESS					
APT			CITY					STATE		ZIP
TELEPHONE							EMAIL
ITEM

QUANTITY

PRICE EACH

POSTAGE

Donation to Alumni
Association
Total:

Make checks payable to the IMSN Alumni Association.
Send payment to:
Chris Parker, Treasurer
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TOTAL COST

GREETINGS FROM DENISE
December
typically
prompts us to
take pause and
reflect on the
successes and
opportunities
of the past year.
The Year 2020
most certainly
deserves some
reflection
for nurses at
UnityPoint
Health – Des
Denise Cundy
Moines! As
a nursing team, we entered 2020 with much
anticipation. It was Florence Nightingale’s 200th
birthday, the World Health Organization had
declared 2020 as The Year of the Nurse and
Midwife, and nursing was named the most
trusted profession for the 18th year in a row! We
were planning for a year of celebration of the
contributions of our profession.
As COVID -19 made its way to the United States,
healthcare embarked on a journey that had no
specific destination. And nurses rose to the
occasion! As the COVID-19 situation unfolded at
UnityPoint Health –Des Moines, nurses led teams
who planned for surge locations, for team nursing
care delivery models, for prioritization of surgeries
and procedures, and for setting up COVID -19
testing sites. In addition, Maker Nurses designed
special pillow supports for COVID -19 patients
who would be placed in the prone position, as
well as the bracket to hold the pillow on the bed.
And on top of COVID-19, Iowa experienced
a derecho – leaving some UPH-DM computer
system interfaces inoperable for a time, once

again forcing nurses to function outside of their
normal routine.
I am amazed by the way the UPH-DM nursing
team has adapted to delivering care to patients in
a completely different environment. I am humbled
by their continual desire to provide excellent
care to patients, even when it sometimes seems
impossible to do so. I am proud of the strength
and solidarity they have shown as a nursing team,
working tirelessly, and sometimes in areas where
they did not choose to work and doing jobs they
have not done before.
The following excerpt is from a thank you letter
from a family member to a nurse manager in
reference to the nursing team.
“Perhaps even more important, the care and
compassion they demonstrated for our situation
was just unbelievable. As a nurse, I have
shepparded families through many a similar
experience and quietly shed tears for their pain.
But to experience this on the other side was new
to me and their support was more than I could
have hoped for. It reaffirmed my faith there
are still compassionate people who should be
celebrated not just for their nursing acumen, but
for their ability to bring the human component
that not all caregivers can muster. “
There is no doubt that 2020 has been the Year of the
Nurse, but certainly not in the way that we
expected. While none of us anticipated that we
would experience a global pandemic in our career,
we always knew that as professional nurses we would
remain steadfast in our commitment to providing
care to patients at their most vulnerable time, as
well as to promote health and well-being in our
communities. And in 2020 we have done just that!
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Face Mask and Shirt Sales a Success for Our Alumni Association
“When life serves you lemons, make lemonade!” — Elbert Hubbard
With 2020 being the year of the face mask and social distancing, President
Becky McKay master-minded and arranged for a fund raiser of IMSN
face masks for the Alumni Association. What a great way to combine an
essential need with demonstrating pride in our schooling heritage!
With masks sales being such a success, it was decided to offer
sweatshirts and T-shirts with the IMSN logo as well. Alumni have
stepped up and placed their orders, and the Alumni Association has
benefitted greatly! Thank you!!
This fund raiser is particularly helpful because most donations to the
organization come at the time of the annual Reunion and Banquet,
which was cancelled this year.
Purchase opportunities are over for now... watch future newsletters and
facebook announcements for new offerings. And thank you again to all
who have helped to make this initiative such a great success!
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Educational Grant Application
Each year, the IMSN Alumni Association awards scholarships to Alumni who are pursuing formal education in
nursing. These funds are derived from accrued interest from the IMSN Alumni Association fund. In this way, the
Alumni Association is able to attain its mission: to promote the furthering of nursing practice through provision
of educational funds to its members.
APPLICATION DEADLINE IS MARCH 1, 2021.

NAME____________________________________________________ YEAR OF GRAD. FROM IMSN:____________
NAME AT GRADUATION___________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________________________
APT_______________ CITY_____________________________ STATE________________ZIP_____________________
TELEPHONE________________________________________ EMAIL_______________________________________
SCHOOL ATTENDING_____________________________________________________________________________
NAME OF ADMISSIONS/FINANCIAL OFFICER AT SCHOOL____________________________________________
ADDRESS OF OFFICER____________________________________________________________________________
DEPT________________CITY___________________________ STATE________________ ZIP_____________________

IMSN Webpage Under Construction

With a goal of improving access and cost efficiency
Our goal is to have this webpage completed and fully
to our IMSN newsletters and other announcements
functional by May of 2021.
from your Board of Directors, the Alumni Association is
At this time, the IMSN newsletter will continue to be
working on the development of a webpage.
offered through email and print for those that do not
The webpage will have the newsletters starting in
have computer access. The IMSN Facebook page will
2014 through the present, so each will be available
continue to be an avenue for information sharing as well.
electronically for reading or printing. The webpage will
also include other important information about how to Once again, if you are able to receive your newsletter
obtain transcripts and key dates and information, such through email, please contact your Board President,
Becky McKay @ 40weeks@pobox.com or Sarah
as the upcoming Reunion and Banquet dates.
Gunsaulus at Sarah.Gunsaulus@unitypoint.org. This
The page is currently under construction and the
is ONE ACTION each of us can do to assist with
address is https://www.unitypoint.org/desmoines/
decreasing printing and mailing costs. Stay tuned for
school-of-nursing-alumni-association.aspx.
more info on the new IMSN Webpage

From the President (continued)

weekend, to learn a bit about how our By-Laws function and how the IMSN Board members work
together to uphold and support the ongoing life of your Alumni Association. You will hear this again
but, please consider stepping up to join yoir IMSN Board!
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TELEPHONE________________________________________ EMAIL_______________________________________
DEGREE____________________________________________ YEAR OF COMPLETION________________________
NUMBER OF CREDIT HRS_________ COST/CREDIT HOUR____________________TOTAL REQUESTED________
EDUCATIONAL GOAL _____________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
CURRENT EMPLOYMENT AND PLANS FOR EMPLOYMENT AFTER REACHING THIS GOAL ______________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please attach your current résumé or curriculum vitae and any other information you believe to be relevant.
Return complete application NO LATER THAN MARCH 1, 2021, to:
Chris Brown Parker
Iowa Methodist School of Nursing Alumni Association
9589 NE 28th Ct.
Ankeny, IA 50021
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