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From the President ...
Greetings from your Past- President.

I must admit, I thought my fall
newsletter message would be my
last as president. Technically, it was.
This is the first message from your
Past- President.

Janice McCullough, ‘83
Past President
515-480-4179
jkmccullough@msn.com
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I am pleased to announce that my
fellow 1983 classmate and IMSN
Board Member Becky Butters McKay
has accepted the office of Alumni
President starting this spring.
Becky has been a very active board
member over the past year. She has
interviewed many of our alumni and
created several great articles for our
newsletter. She also coordinated
our annual Christmas Party-Business
meeting on December 10, 2018 at
the lovely Des Moines Wakonda
Club. She will be great, and I look
forward to working with her.

As you know, the IMSN Alumni
has accumulated a respectable
scholarship fund to assist IMSN
alumni wanting to further their
formal nursing education (Article
VI: Alumni Educational Grants). The
fund has been very well managed at
the UnityPoint Health – Des Moines
Foundation and has yielded a
resource that will very likely outlast
our current alumni needs. It only
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seemed logical for the IMSN Alumni
Board to rethink our current bylaws,
which reserve these funds for IMSN
graduates only. Therefore, a change
to the bylaws was presented at our
September Board meeting and
moved forward for consideration at
our IMSN Annual meeting, which
was held on December 10, 2018.
The Alumni Board will be developing
further details and sharing them
in upcoming News for Nurses
Newsletters.
The proposed change would “expand
current IMSN Alumni Education
Awards to direct descendants.
D i re c t d e s c e n d a n t s w o u l d b e
defined as children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren of IMSN
Graduates.” Current criteria for
education awards would be applied
to these recipients.
I am excited to share this amendment
was unanimously supported by those
present at our annual meeting and
will be implemented by 2020. My
hope is this expansion will help carry
on the IMSN mission to prepare
persons in rewarding careers in
nursing as we have all experienced.
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In Memoriam

Joane Kathleen Peters
Roskam (1954),
July 6, 2018

Jane Lind Hascall (1958),
Aug. 7, 2018
Bonita (Bonnie) Herr
Stewart (1962),
Nov. 23, 2018
Pamela Fisher Meyers
(1963),
Oct. 25, 2018
Rose Green Krizer (1973),
Nov. 11, 2018

Memorial Gifts

Jane Lind Hascall
Class of 1958
Given by Jane Mercer Mahaffey
(1958)

Marlene Jessen Livonia
Class of 1959
Given by Carolyn Joyce Pike
(1959)

Given by Marjorie Harl Sutter
(1958)

Bonita (Bonnie)
Herr Stewart
Class of 1962
Given by Ruth Freeken Boyer
(1962)

Nancy Stephenson
Creveling
Class of 1959
Given by Carolyn Joyce Pike
(1959)
Sue Streeter Nieuwenhuyse
Class of 1959
Given by Carolyn Joyce Pike
(1959)

Given by Carol Huffaker Dykes
(1962)
Given by Barbara Harsha Hawkins
(1962)
Given by Arlene Howard Lange
(1962)

Thank You! IMSN Nurses Are the Best!
My thanks to our members who
are faithful donors throughout the
year. When you send donations to
the IMSN Alumni Association, they
are placed in our operating budget
funds unless you specifically request
something, such as this newsletter,
education, banquet expenses,
photograph upgrades, etc.
We have endowments that have
been gifted to the alumni through
the years that allow us to offer
scholarships to Iowa Methodists’
RN graduates who desire to pursue
advanced degrees in nursing—
BSN, MSN, Nurse Practitioner, etc.
Those endowment funds may only
be used for that. The corpus of
the endowments can’t be spent;
we can only give scholarships
from the interest earned from the
endowments. These funds are
managed through the UnityPoint
Health – Des Moines Foundation.

The majority of the donations we
receive each year are placed in
our operating funds so we can
support the activities of the Alumni
Association—the banquet, the
newsletters, the annual meeting
in December—and upkeep of
our treasured class composite
photographs. The alumni board is
100% volunteer. Each board member
pays the same fees to attend the
banquet and annual meeting as the
other members. We are conservative
with the funds you entrust us
with. We want to keep the alumni
association financially strong and
can continue to do so with great
members like all of you. Thanks for
all you do to support us—financially
and with words of encouragement.
IMSN nurses are the best!
Chris Parker, Treasurer, IMSN Alumni
Association
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Gail Bates Baldwin (1956)
Jane Harken Schlampp (1964)
Susan Hane Shriver (1966)
Alice Minthorn Hall (1967)
Joan Herr Darr (1965)
Sheryl Lewis Bookin (1966)
Karen Carlson Eby (1968)
Pat Andrews Williams (1970)
Lana McCurry Givan (1973)
Lou Ann Nichols Willis (1975)

Donations are tax deductible!
Send a check or money order to:
IMSN Alumni Association
C/O Chris Parker
9589 NE 28th Court
Ankeny, Iowa 50021
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Educational Grant Application
NAME 									YEAR OF GRAD. FROM IMSN:
NAME AT GRADUATION
ADDRESS					
APT			CITY					STATE		ZIP
TELEPHONE							EMAIL
SCHOOL ATTENDING
NAME OF ADMISSIONS/FINANCIAL OFFICER AT SCHOOL
ADDRESS OF OFFICER
DEPT			CITY					STATE		ZIP
TELEPHONE							EMAIL
DEGREE							YEAR OF COMPLETION
NUMBER OF CREDIT HRS		

COST/CREDIT HOUR			

TOTAL REQUESTED

EDUCATIONAL GOAL

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT AND PLANS FOR EMPLOYMENT AFTER REACHING THIS GOAL

Please attach your current résumé or curriculum vitae and any other information you believe to be relevant.
Return complete application NO LATER THAN MARCH 1, 2019, to:
Chris Brown Parker
Iowa Methodist School of Nursing Alumni Association
9589 NE 28th Ct.
Ankeny, IA 50021
rcparker@mac.com
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In the Lucky Spaces
A memoir by former IMSN
graduate (1971), Deb
Monthei Manske
I would like to begin by saying that
this book came recommended to
me from the IMSN Facebook site.
If you have not joined, you should
consider doing so. It is a fun way to
keep in touch with IMSN graduates,
wherever they may be!
So when this suggestion was made
to me, I researched the book and
purchased it through Amazon and
had it down (or is that up?) loaded
to the Kindle app on my iPad. Then,
while on an out-of-town trip where
I could just not get comfortable in
that darned hotel bed, I fired up my
iPad and dug in. If I recall correctly,
the bedside clock read 0230 before
I finished the book and shut down
my iPad.
What a GLORIOUS book!!!
Immediately I found myself
connected, comparing my life as
a nurse to Deb’s account of her
life as a nurse. Not in the various
positions of nursing in which she
worked, but in the manner in which
I, a nurse, had been educated,
took and passed a million exams,
passed boards but then ACTUALLY
began “my education” on the units,
in patient rooms, in report rooms,
charting long after my shift was over,
speaking to physicians and with
families; sharing thoughts, asking
questions and brainstorming with
my nursing colleagues. I am not
saying that I was self-taught but
that I was self-educated in the ways
of BECOMING and BEING a nurse.

Please, do us both a favor and
purchase this book! It’s a short read,
but FULL of nursing stories, and
nursing heart and nursing soul. It is
packed full in those short pages, of
a nurse’s responsibility to self and to
others. It is loaded with not only the
Webster’s dictionary definition of a
NURSE, but a nurse’s definition of
what it is to BE a NURSE—in heart,
and in soul, and in thoughts, and in
life. It’s poignant and funny by turns.
I spoke today with the author, Deb
Monthei Manske. I wanted to get
to know more about the person
of Deb, and I also wanted to know
what she would like me to tell you
all about her and her book.
Deb graduated from IMSN in
1971. She left Iowa soon after her
graduation from IMSN and has lived
most of her adult life in Wisconsin.
She obtained her BSN from the
University of Wisconsin at Eau
Claire in 1988. The past 20-plus
years she has resided in Milwaukee.
She retired from her active nursing
responsibilities seven years ago.
She has grown children and bitty
grandchildren.
Deb walked in the duty shoes of
many types of nurses; pediatrics,
obstetrics, as a nursing home
administrator and educator, in inner
city clinics, as a rural home health
care nurse and in hospice care.
Her stories are, to me, at the
HEART and SOUL of nursing. She
recounts stories of her patients, of
her coworkers, and of life lessons
through the eyes of a nurse.
As previously mentioned, Deb
retired seven years ago, but did not
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start writing her memoir until about
two years ago. This is Deb’s first
memoir but not her first book. She
is not a stranger to writing. She has
been involved with writing groups
and has enjoyed writing poems
and children’s books. Since her
memoir has come out, she has been
asked to speak to various types of
groups, including a class of creative
writing students learning about
writing memoirs, and she soon
hopes to incorporate her memoir
into a couple of nursing education
academic environments.
Her book is available on Amazon and
is well worth the minimal cost. Her
style is comfortable, one can simply
imagine her sitting beside you on
the sofa with a hot, steamy mug of
tea, just sharing conversation.
WHY did she write her book? In
Deb’s words, she wanted her grown
children and later her grandchildren
to “hear her voice” conversing with
them about the calling of a nurse.
“Nursing is very complicated,
and every nurse needs depth and
strength to find the core of humanity
inside the nurse and inside the
people she cares for.”
Respectfully written and submitted
by Becky McKay (Butters) Class of
1983.

Join us on Facebook!
Go to Facebook and search “Iowa
Methodist School of Nursing” and
become a part of the group.
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Annual Meeting and Christmas Party

2019 Board of Directors
Left to right: De De Gorsche, Caleb Hegna, Linda MacBride, Linda Carter, Janice McCullough, Chris Parker, Sherrie Miller, Becky McKay,
Racheal Johnson, Janet Goldsmith. Not pictured: Diane Clevenger, Wendy Trent, Dawn Kirkman and Mary Cross).

President, Janice McCullough
welcomed thirty Alumni to the
Annual meeting and Christmas
Party held at the Wakonda Country
Club in Des Moines on Saturday,
December 8th.
Janice held a business meeting with
the following topics discussed:
Newsletter — in 2018, an electronic
and email version of the IMSN
Newsletter was introduced in an
effort to save printing and postage
costs. At this time, there are about
800 Alumni receiving the newsletter
via email rather than a paper
version. This new process has been
a great success with approximately
$3000 savings this year. Printed and
mailed newsletters will continue to

be provided to those Alumni that
do not have email.

change will be made in the 2020
calendar scholarship year.

Amendment to the IMSN Alumni
By-laws: Janice presented a
proposal to change provision
of IMSN Scholarship monies for
formal education to include direct
descendants of Alumni that are
pursuing a career in nursing. Any
Alumni applying for a scholarship
would take precedence over
descendants. With the School
closed and graduates aging,
the number of applicants are
diminishing. With this proposal, the
scholarship fund will continue to
support the promotion of nursing
education for Alumni and their
descendants. Motion was made
and passed unanimously. This

Chris Parker presented President,
Janice McCullough with a gift and
hearty thanks for her two years of
presidential service. Caleb Hegna,
representing the UnityPoint Health
– Des Moines Foundation, was also
recognized as a staunch supporter
of the Alumni Association.
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The 2019 Calendar of Events for the
Alumni Association were discussed
and a delicious lunch was enjoyed
by the group. Thanks to all the
retiring Board members and to the
incoming Board Members as well!
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Class of 1969 Reminder

Scholarship Time

Hello Class of 1969! Your 50-year Class Reunion and Banquet is fast
approaching!

If you are pursuing an advanced
degree in nursing, you will want to
read this!

One of the great traditions the Alumni Association has for the 50year class is the 50-Year Memory Book. Each year, a committee of
the 50-year class works to contact all class members in order to
collect information for this wonderful book. Once compiled, the
book is printed and given to each of the 50-year class members.
By now, each of you should have received your first letter from your
classmates regarding your contribution to the Memory Book. We
have a deadline for individual information in order to be included
in the book. Please get your information in! Your 50-year class
chairman this year is:
Donna Behrens Troxel
9929 Sunflower Place
Johnston, Iowa 50131

Each year, the IMSN Alumni
Association awards scholarships to
Alumni who are pursuing formal
education in nursing. These funds
are derived from accrued interest
from the IMSN Alumni Association
fund. In this way, the Alumni
Association is able to attain its
Mission: To promote the furthering
of nursing practice through provision
of educational funds to its members.
You will find the application form for
scholarship consideration to in this
edition. The deadline for receiving
applications is March 1, 2019.

Phone: 515-257-8996
Cell: 217-242-7030
Please call Donna if you have questions or would be willing to assist
with this project.

Your Alumni Board of Directors
is proud to be able to make this
offering to you!

Cut form out.

Support Your Alumni Association — ORDER Form
NAME 									YEAR OF GRAD. FROM IMSN:
NAME AT GRADUATION
ADDRESS					
APT			CITY					STATE		ZIP
TELEPHONE							EMAIL
ITEM

QUANTITY

PRICE EACH

POSTAGE

Donation to Alumni
Association
Total:

Make checks payable to the IMSN Alumni Association.
Send payment to:
Chris Parker, Treasurer
9589 NE 28th Court, Ankeny, IA 50021
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TOTAL COST
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Basketball at IMSN, a Follow-Up
This piece was written by
Elsie (Hertz) Tallman, Class
of 1956. Here she adds
insight to the School of
Nursing’s basketball team
highlighted in the last
edition.
I am from the class of 1956, yes
age 83. Graduated with Kay
Montgomery, I know everyone
knows Kay.
Regarding IMH Basketball, I am
glad it developed into formal teams.
Wonderful. Never imagined that!
All I have to tell you is that I was
there when it first started!
I think the year was 1955, as I was
living at North Dorm so it was not
my first year. I remember when we
started there were upper classmen
who joined in, so they were seniors,
and I was a junior.

remember having
any connection with
her, but I was on the
Student Council part
of the time.

I cannot remember who knew of the
black community center just a few
blocks away—I did not. Or why I was
part of a conversation wondering
if we couldn’t go there for fun and
exercise.

My roommate, Ardys
Underwood Wetrich,
did not go with me to
see Miss Dennison,
but we both went to
the Center to play.

I remember talking with several
students. I did play high school
basketball for Guthrie Center so
they probably thought I would like
this.

A n y w a y, I w a s
interested to read
that Miss Dennison
was their “mos t
vocal fan!”

Somehow our conversation led to
the thought that we had to talk to
Miss Dennison for her permission.
I don’t know exactly why I was
selected to go to ask Miss Dennison
if this would be okay. I don’t

When I met with her, I was surprised
she responded immediately and
was very pro the project, actually
seemed excited. (Was she a runner,
herself in her earlier life, I am
wondering?)
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I can’t remember walking in the
winter, but other than that do not
remember the timing. When I went
home to recover my basketball
shoes—and my Latin book, to my
great and unforgiving dismay—my
mother had given them both away
to my cousin!
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Click Here to Join Our
Facebook Group!
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Mark Your Calendar
Scholarsh
ip
Apps Due
March 1,
2019

Reunion
Weekend
June 7-8,
2019

Transcript Information
Transcripts from Iowa Methodist
School of Nursing can be secured
from:
University of Iowa
Registrar’s Office
One Jessup Hall, Iowa City, IA 52242
319-335-0230
Fax: 319-335-1999

In next issue
Reunion Weekend
Registration & Activities

