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From the President ...
Greetings fellow alumni,

Janice McCullough, ‘83
President

IOWA METHODIST SCHOOL OF NURSING ALUMNI PUBLICATION

Mark Your Calendar
Reunion
Weekend

June 9-10
,
2017

Christmas
Party
December 9,
2017

TRANSCRIPT INFORMATION
Transcripts from both Iowa Methodist
School of Nursing and Iowa Lutheran
Hospital School of Nursing may now be
secured from:
University of Iowa
Registrar’s Office
One Jessup Hall, Iowa City, IA 52242
319-335-0230
Fax: 319-335-1999

CONTACT US

We want to stay up to date with you. To
update your address, report a death or
provide feedback, you can reach the UPH
Foundation (our sponsor) at
515-241-6304.

IN THE NEXT ISSUE
Reunion Weekend Recap
Other Alumni Happenings

515-480-4179
jkmccullough@msn.com
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This Just In

I am very proud to be your IMSN
Alumni President for 2017-2019. I am
a member of the class of 1983. I was
one of the “non-traditional” students
who entered nursing following a
previous career/work experience. I
was not right out of high school, which
was the traditional path for many of
our graduates. Entering IMSN in fall
1980, there were several of us “nontraditional” students.
We drove to school every day and didn’t
live in the dorm. Most of us were married
and some had children to get to and
from daycare or school before and after
clinical. We drove to Drake University
for classes, so we didn’t experience
the Yellow Cab Company. Some of us
had post-secondary degrees or work
experience in various fields. We were
different yet the same. We all wanted
to enter a profession of caring and
giving to others.
I have been with IMMC, now UnityPoint
Health - Des Moines Foundation,
since graduation — 34 years. I was a
staff nurse on North 5 and cared for
neurosurgery and ENT patients. Four
years later I transferred to the Adult
ICU/CCU. When IMSN was looking
for clinical instructors, I jumped at the
chance to teach and spent the next
eight years instructing until things were
winding down in 1998.

I still work at UPHDM in the Clinical
Quality
and
Decision
Support
department. I’ve enjoyed most of my
time here. You fellow nurses know
what I’m saying, but in retrospect it
has been a good run. IMSN is a family
affair in our household. My husband,
Harry, is also an alumnus (class of
1989). He supported the family when I
was in school, and I supported him as
he was in school.
What’s up for the IMSN alumni
this coming year? A great reunion
weekend is planned for June 9-10,
2017. Whether you live far away or
near, I hope you consider coming back
for the weekend of fun. We honor
the 50-year class of 1967 this year.
Reconnecting with old friends, sharing
life stories and just having a good time
is something to experience.
In closing, one project the IMSN Alumni
Board will be working on this year is
to capture our history through stories.
We are starting with our graduates
from the 1930s and ‘40s. Classes did
not have yearbooks published due to
financial restraints during these times.
We hope to capture their important
and historic experiences for posterity
So watch for features in upcoming
Nurse’s Notes.

Janice McCullough
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In Memoriam

Wilma Minor Hardin
Dec. 30, 2016
(Class of 1939)

Frances Holland Lucas
Jan. 3, 2017
(Class of 1947)
Lovell Raun Hays
March 4, 2017
(Class of 1952)
Marilyn Tanis Franken
July 22, 2016
(Class of 1953)
Margaret Manuel Scott
Feb. 8, 2017
(Class of 1953)
Marsha Ann Workman
Jensen
Jan. 28, 2017
(Class of 1956)

Marlene Jessen
Lavonia
April 29, 2016
(Class of 1959)
Sue Krumboltz
Swanson
June 16, 2016
(Class of 1960)
Jacqueline Norris
Scheidel
May 21, 2015
(Class of 1972)
Rhonda Drake Casey
Jan. 30, 2017
(Class of 1976)
Lynne Perkins Loveless
March 8, 2017
(Class of 1992)

Memorial Gifts

Norma Wickland West
Heiny,
Class of 1951
Given by Carmen
Higdon Mower (1951)

Leota Fishburn
Wagenknecht,
Class of 1951
Given by Martha Davis
Jobst (1951)

Rhonda Drake Casey,
Class of 1976
Given by Sheryl
Nathlich Herrold (1977)

Bonnie Lou Brown
Peterson and the class
of 1952,
Class of 1952
Given by Col. Franklin
Peterson

Sue Krumboltz
Swanson,
Class of 1960
Given by Betty Lane
Sorg (1960)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
DONATIONS!

Helen Christensen Chamberlain
(1947)

Luanne Grantham Westphalen
(1968)

To make a donation:
Send a check or money
order to:

Martha Davis Jobst (1951)

Lynda Fiscus Vogtlin (1969)

LaVaune Verlo Emerson (1954)

Betty Barker Ghosh (1970)

Gail Bates Baldwin (1956)

Harriet Krueger Gushue (1971)

Carol Dorsey Senty (1958)

Christine Deemer Simpson Opfer
(1984)

Donations are tax deductible.

Brenda Foust Mahannah (1960)
Karen Murray Barba (1963)
Roberta Thompson Adams (1966)
Sheryl Lewis Bookin (1966)
Alice Minthorn Hall (1967)
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This Just In
Historical Nursing Student Interview Coming
Soon

Arthur M. Boyer (In honor of Ruth
Freeken Boyer, class of 1962)

Seen In Our
Facebook Group

Hello to all IMSN newsletter readers, from a new member of your Alumni
board!
My name is Becky McKay, and I am a PROUD graduate of IMSN, class of
1983 (WOW, has it really been THAT long ago??).
In working with the Alumni Board I volunteered to interview a long-ago
graduate (even longer ago than me!) of IMSN to gain insight into what
it was like to walk in her nursing shoes oh-so-long-ago! Not only was I
interested in the interview and the write up for the newsletter, but I was
SO EXCITED to gain a better understanding of those who carried that lit
lamp many years ago.
The nurse whom I planned to interview is Mariann Clark. We made
arrangements to meet in the Younker Rehab lobby. I had my list of
questions and planned photos to be included with the article, but when
I phoned Mariann to confirm our date and time, I found she had been
quite ill and hospitalized a week due to her infirmity! At the time we
spoke she felt “not up to speed” and asked to delay the interview to a
future time.
At the penning of this newsletter piece, we plan to visit in two weeks to
reset the date and time for the interview appointment.

Donations Received

IMSN Alumni Association
C/O Chris Parker
9589 NE 28th Court
Ankeny, Iowa 50021

IOWA METHODIST SCHOOL OF NURSING ALUMNI PUBLICATION

I am disappointed as I am sure many of you are, BUT please look forward
to the interview piece in an upcoming newsletter.
Until later - Becky McKay

1967 — 50-Year Class
Book Reminder!

CLASS of 1957 —
60 years!

Your Class Committee is busy
working to compile graduate
information for your 50-Year Class
Book! All graduates have been
asked to send information about
their nursing career, family and
life since IMSN. If you have not
sent your information, please take
time to do so as soon as possible.
The deadline for submissions is
quickly approaching! If you have
questions, you may contact your
committee contact person, Vicki
Cross Huebner at 515-255-7894.

We have plans to gather on
Saturday afternoon, June 10,
during Reunion Weekend for lunch
and conversation.

Obituary for Marvel Hall
Linda Kay Carter posted this photo of
Marvel Hall’s obituary in our Facebook
group. Marvel taught at IMSN from the
1950s to the 1980s. Commenters had these
memories to share:
“She was the first instructor I had my
freshman year. She was an outstanding
instructor and I am truly thankful for the
opportunity to have had her. I remember
her well and will never forget her.” - Deb
White
“Marvel taught us to be strong, critical
thinkers! She is one of a kind, never to be
forgotten.” - Barb Kling Sutton
Google “Marvel Hall obituary” to read it on
the Legacy.com website.

Join Us on
Facebook!

Classmates, please plan to join us!
For more information, please
contact LindaT@mchsi.com or
Cbdabrieo@gmail.com.
Search “Iowa Methodist School of
Nursing” and our group should pop
up. Request to join.
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History Lives: Iowa Methodist School of Nursing 1901–1999

Greetings from Deb . . .
and challenges for retention and
recruitment. Nurses in the 40+ age
range are our seasoned nurses who
we depend on each and every day to
teach the art and science of nursing
to their younger colleagues. They
are also looking for benefits that
are more suited to their needs and
desires to expand their professional
expertise at the bedside. Our clinical
advancement program is a great
example of how we offer monetary
reward for excellence at the bedside
and retain those experienced and
valuable nurses.

We know that as graduates of Iowa Methodist’s
School of Nursing, you’ve been shaped by your years
there. We share a unique life experience — with each
other, with our profession and with our school.
You can help the cherished memories and medical
advancements from our school live on, and relive
them yourself. Our fascinating history book recaps
the best of IMSN’s life — both professional and
personal. With 180 pages, tons of pictures and
memories that will bring back the good ol’ days, this
keepsake is a tribute to our school. Order yours below.
Clockwise from top: A quotation from a 1922 IMSN student;
house mothers Dee Whittkopp and Grace Chrisman (posted in
our Facebook group by Deborah L. Herzberg); and an iron lung
in the Raymond Blank Memorial Hospital for Children to treat
polio (posted in our Facebook group by Jean Wilson).

Order your IMSN
History book below!

Greetings all nurses and IMSN
alumni!

Cut form out.

SUPPORT YOUR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION — ORDER FORM
NAME 									YEAR OF GRAD. FROM IMSN:
NAME AT GRADUATION
ADDRESS					
APT			CITY					STATE		ZIP
TELEPHONE							EMAIL
ITEM

QUANTITY

PRICE EACH

POSTAGE

History Book

$15

$5

2016 Directory

$7

$3

TOTAL COST

Donation to Alumni
Association
Total:

Make checks payable to the IMSN Alumni Association.
Send payment to:
Chris Parker, Treasurer, Iowa Methodist School of Nursing Alumni Association
9589 NE 28 Ct. Ankeny, IA 50021 PH: 515-964-3790
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The bad news is the challenges of
recruiting and filling RN positions
across UnityPoint continue. The
good news is that we’re looking at
some pretty creative things to attract
and retain nurses.
If you haven’t done so yet, the
Iowa Board of Nursing website
offers some great perspectives
on current demographics of the
nursing workforce in Iowa. I’d highly
recommend the site workforce data
as a reference. The data reflects that
35.4% of the workforce falls in the
29-39 age group and 44.7% fall in
the 40-59 age group. Last year, the
Pew Research Center shared that
millennials (aged 18-34), now surpass
the Baby Boomers (aged 51-69).
I share this with you as a point of
reference to my message with this
newsletter. These age segments of
nurses in our state and nation each
represent unique opportunities

The millennials have gotten somewhat
of a “bad rap” in the literature.
Often called the “me generation,”
they come into the workforce with
much different expectations than
their more seasoned peers. The
vast opportunities for nurses in
today’s healthcare environment are
particularly appealing to millennials
as they expect upward mobility,
a variety of clinical experiences,
organizational
involvement,
a
schedule that accommodates their
personal life and workplace civility.
I recently attended a conference
specifically geared toward strategies
to retain millennial nurses. These
strategies included having career
conversations beginning at 6
months of employment, providing
career coaches, conducting work
unit civility surveys, and creating
transitional roles that provide the
nurse with experience in the hospital
and ambulatory settings. One very
interesting strategy was to offer an
annual “draft day” for nurses. Nurses
indicate interest in another clinical
area during their career conversations
with their manager. The manager
supports their request by allowing
them to be part of a “draft day” in

which managers from other areas
recruit internal candidates to their
work area. A very interesting concept
indeed!
These are definitely exciting times
for nurse leaders as we consider the
needs of today’s nursing workforce to
assure we create the environment to
sustain a loyal workforce. I’m looking
forward to seeing many of you at
the reunion and 50-year luncheon.
Happy Spring!

2017 Recipients of
IMSN Scholarships
Your Alumni Board of Directors
is pleased to announce the
recipients of the 2017 Alumni
Scholarship Awards. Please take
time to congratulate these worthy
recipients!
Lynnette Sowers Hickman, Class of
1992 (RN to BSN)
Susan Demuth Tarasi, Class of 1983
(BSN to ME - School Nursing)

Fun In Our
Facebook Group

Class of 1967
Linda Osterhout posted this photo of six
members of the class of 1967.
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2017 Reunion Weekend Schedule: June 9 & 10, 2017

RSVP Form

Please join other IMSN alumni during our reunion weekend activities.

I will attend the following events during the Reunion weekend:

FRIDAY, JUNE 9, 2017

Please check:

12 Noon Potluck Luncheon to be held in the Kelley Conference Room, Research and Education Center,
Ground Level. (See directions for parking below) Sponsored by the UnityPoint Health - Des Moines
Foundation. Members of the 50-year class do not need to bring a potluck item.

													# Attending
June 9 | Noon

Potluck Luncheon in the Kelley Conference Room

Continental Breakfast & Medical Center Update sponsored by the UnityPoint Health - Des Moines Foundation
and hosted by Caleb Hegna, IMSN Liaison. Spouses are welcome. (RSVP on reservation form required.)

June 10 | 9 a.m.

Continental Breakfast & Medical Center Update

Event to be held in the Kelley Conference Room. (Enter hospital parking ramp from Pleasant St.; drive
straight ahead and park in the south side of the parking ramp. Take the south elevator down to ground
level. See map at bottom of this page.)

June 10

Medical Center Tour, following Breakfast

June 10 | 6 p.m.

Homecoming Banquet
Kelley Conference Room, Research and Education Center,
Ground Level.
Members of the Class of 1967 are complimentary.
Cost: $30/person for spouses/significant others and all others

SATURDAY, JUNE 10, 2017
9 a.m.

Medical Center Tour to follow (PICU, ED and Life Flight). Please indicate interest on reservation form.
12 Noon 50-Year Class Luncheon (Members of class of 1967 only.) Sponsored by the Medical Center
Administration and hosted by Deb Moyer, Chief Nurse Executive.
Event to be held in Classroom No. 3.
6 p.m.

Homecoming Banquet Reception		

6:30 p.m. Dinner

Class of 1967 — Reservations for class members are complimentary. Cost for all others is $30/person.
Spouses are welcome. (RSVP on reservation form.)
Kelley Conference Room, Research and Education Center, Ground Level.
Professional Photographer: The Class of 1967 is scheduled to be photographed at 6:15 p.m. The
photographs will be ready for you to take home at the end of the evening’s festivities. If you would like a
group picture taken, please talk to the photographer at the banquet to make arrangements.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS
Rooms: A block of rooms has been reserved at the
Des Moines Downtown Marriott at 700 Grand Avenue
in Des Moines. The phone number is 800-514-4681.
Reservations must be made no later than May 18,
2017. Ask for IMSN Reunion rooms.
Parking: The room rate is $149.00 / night + 12% tax
for a standard room. Valet parking is available at a
cost of $22 per day for unlimited in-and-out privileges.
Parking is available at the Marriott for non-guests. Ask
at the desk.
Shuttles: Transportation to and from the various
events, and to and from the airport, for hotel guests
during the weekend are provided by the hotel shuttle.

2016 edition of the IMSN Alumni Directory
Cost $7.00 each. To be picked up during weekend. Add $3.00 if you wish to have it mailed to you.
If staying at the Downtown Marriott, please indicate interest in using the shuttle on Friday and
Saturday morning and evening.
I require a wheelchair in order to attend.
NAME 									YEAR OF GRAD. FROM IMSN:
NAME AT YEAR OF GRADUATION FROM IMSN
ADDRESS					
APT			CITY					STATE		ZIP
NAME OF GUEST
Banquet reservations at $30 each				

$

Do you need a gluten-free meal?
I would like a brick from IMSN.
Copies of 2016 IMSN Alumni Directory at $7 each;
directory postage, if applicable, at $3			
Total Amount Enclosed:

$
$

				$
Total Amount Enclosed:

BANQUET RESERVATIONS MUST REACH CHRIS PARKER BY WEDNESDAY, MAY 31ST.
Mail to: Chris Parker, Treasurer, Iowa Methodist School of Nursing Alumni Association
9589 NE 28 Ct. Ankeny, IA 50021 PH: 515-964-3790
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