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Transcript Information
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School of Nursing and Iowa Lutheran
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Fax: 319-335-1999
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515 669 0641
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This Just In

The earth is warming, birds are
returning, rain is replacing snow —
welcome to spring! And the reunion
weekend is getting closer. Your IMSN
Board members have been very busy
getting ready for a fun weekend
June 10-11, 2016. More information
about the logistics is listed later in this
newsletter. The 50-year class committee
has been busy getting the Memory
Book ready for their 1966 classmates.
From past experience, you will all enjoy
it for years to come. If you haven’t yet
made plans to come, do it now!
Since this is the first article of the
newsletter, it is my privilege to
give you the good news. Our class
graduation pictures have a new
home! It has happened through the
great cooperation of several people
including staff from the UnityPoint
Health Foundation. One of those
staff members, Caleb Hegna, has
written an article with more details in
this newsletter. We hope to have the
pictures on the walls by June 10 for all
to see.
Also, we just found out there will be
an open house for the new Emergency
Department on June 2, 2016. All
are welcome to come. Plans are
not complete at this time to have a
ceremony to honor the IMH Block and
nursing dedication plaque.

Last week I represented the IMSN
Alumni Association at an event that
honored donors who have contributed
funds for the support of patients
and outreach of the three hospitals
associated with the UnityPoint Health
Foundation. I have seen these names in
the information from the Foundation,
but to see them in person and meet
some of the Foundation Board members
was an exceptional experience.
In closing, I want to encourage all of
you to attend as much of the reunion
weekend activities as possible. Let’s
make it 150 attendees at the banquet
this year. Encourage your classmates
and others you know to come with you
to join the fun.

Janet Goldsmith
CLASS OF 1966!
This is a reminder to send in your
information for the 50-year Class
Memory Book! Deadlines are quickly
approaching, and we would like to
have everyone’s information in the
book. Please contact or send your
information to:
Kay Chase Oliver
5460 Greenwood Avenue
Pleasant Hill, Iowa 50327
(515) 266-1791 | oliverbk@gmail.com
PAGE 1

IOWA METHODIST SCHOOL OF NURSING ALUMNI PUBLICATION

In Memoriam

Lela Roberta Fincham
Giles
(1940)

Eleanor Tillman Sevick
(1944)
Margaret Swartz
Freimuth
(1946)
Virginia Hackbarth
White
(1952)

Beverly Pals O’Donnell
(1969)
Sharon Randall Foley
(1972)
Melinda Flanigan
Irving
(1989)
Mindie Nuese
Burmania Keil
(1993)

Betty Griep Young
(1961)

Memorial Gifts

Mary Jo Brierman
Hansell,
Class of 1973
Given by Kay Chase
Oliver (1966)

Harriett Jansen
Jackson,
Class of 1954
Given by Lynn Skaggs
Engen (1954)

Virginia Hackbarth
White,
Class of 1952
Given by Nancy
Hackbarth Gish (1964)

Sharlene Mason Platt,
Class of 1961
Given by Diane Kirts
Wilson (1961)

Harriett Jansen
Jackson,
Class of 1954
Given by Irma Jordon

Doris Lorene Puckett
Mockley,
Class of 1946
Given by Martha
Ridgely Chilson (1961)

Linda Kay Burger Lewis
(1962)

To make a donation:
Send a check or money
order to:

Joanne Butler (1951)

Diana Bennett Tournquist (1965)

Jane Harken Schlampp (1964)

Catherine Walsh Smith (1978)

Diane Hane Shriver (1966)
In honor of the class of 1966

Sue McInnes Clark (1969)

Linda Miller Johnson (1963)

IMSN Alumni Association
C/O Chris Parker
9589 NE 28th Court
Ankeny, Iowa 50021

Lou Ann Nichols Willis (1975)

Donations are tax deductible.

Marilyn Picht Poulson (1954)

Brenda Foust Mahannah (1960)

This Just In
William C. Knapp Emergency Department &
Trauma Center Update
The new addition to the Emergency Department is moving along rapidly.
Walls are painted, the flooring is going down, and the doors and lighting
are being installed. Once all of that is complete, equipment will be installed
and the medical teams will begin training. It is scheduled to open on June
8 and will complete the Adult Emergency Department phase.
As patients and families walk to the entrance of the new addition, they will
see an important piece of our history: the block from the School of Nursing
and the Iowa Methodist School of Nursing Plaque. All who enter will be
reminded that the ground on which they walk has been the site of healing,
caring, compassion and teaching for more than 100 years.
Blank Children’s Emergency Department will temporarily relocate to the old
Adult Emergency Department while its space is remodeled. Also included
in the next phase is the completion of the second floor of the new addition,
which will be the new Blank Children’s Pediatric Intensive Care Unit and
six multipurpose beds. The Blank Children’s Emergency Department, PICU
and six-bed unit should be completed at the end of 2016.
In 2017, the old Adult Emergency Department will be converted into space
for the Endoscopy Service, so that it will be closer to the critical services
in the core of the hospital. There also will be enhancements made to the
front entrance of North 1.

Donations Received
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
DONATIONS!

IOWA METHODIST SCHOOL OF NURSING ALUMNI PUBLICATION

Arthur Boyer
In honor of Ruth Freeken Boyer,
1962
Alice Walker Doyle (1963)
Betty Carroll Harang (1957)

This is an exciting project and will prepare Iowa Methodist Medical
Center and Blank Children’s Hospital to continue their roles as the leading
hospitals for the patients and families in Iowa. Tours of the new addition
are available on June 2. IMSN alumni will be invited to attend; more detail
will be forthcoming.

Our IMSN Historical Photos Finally
Have a Home!
As the saying goes, ‘A picture is worth a thousand
words.’ That saying can only be true when the picture
can be seen. For the past two years, our pictures have
been, essentially, removed from the conversation.
Well, they are absent no longer! Our pictures have
a home! Dr. John Yost, Vice President of Medical
Education and Research, has generously agreed to
allow us to hang the photos in one of the hallways of
the Education & Research Building near Thompson
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Auditorium. Today, the hallway is painted white with
absolutely nothing on the walls. Once our pictures
are installed, the hall will be adorned with the IMSN
women and men who graduated and went on to heal
the world.
When you see Dr. Yost, please let him know how
grateful you are for his support of nursing and for
allowing us to hang our class photos on the wall.
When you join us this summer for the reunion, the
photos will be ready to continue telling the story of
our school as well as the important role nurses play in
caring for patients and families.
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History Lives: Iowa Methodist School of Nursing 1901–1999

Greetings from Deb . . .
play a key role in protecting our
patients from infection and harm.

We know that as graduates of Iowa Methodist’s School
of Nursing, you’ve been shaped by your years there.
We share a unique life experience — with each other,
with our profession and with our school.

With value-based purchasing,
what nurses do to keep patients
safe is not only the right thing
to do, but it also has a direct
impact on reimbursement. Quality
outcomes, which are a direct
reflection of nursing care, include:
hospital-acquired pressure ulcers,
patient falls, catheter-associated
urinary tract infections, ventilatorassociated pneumonia and central
line-associated
blood
stream
infections.

You can help the cherished memories and medical
advancements from our school live on and relive them
yourself. Our fascinating history book recaps the best
of IMSN’s life — both professional and personal.
With 180 pages, tons of pictures and memories that will
bring back the good ol’ days, this keepsake is a tribute
to our school. Order yours below.
Clockwise from top: One of 10 memorial postcards you can
purchase to support the IMSN Alumni Association; house
mothers Dee Whittkopp and Grace Chrisman (posted in our
Facebook group by Deborah L. Herzberg); and an iron lung
in the Raymond Blank Memorial Hospital for Children to treat
polio (posted in our Facebook group by Jean Wilson).

Order your IMSN
History book below!

Cut form out.

SUPPORT YOUR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION — ORDER FORM
NAME 									YEAR OF GRAD. FROM IMSN:
NAME AT GRADUATION
ADDRESS					
APT			CITY					STATE		ZIP
TELEPHONE							EMAIL
ITEM

QUANTITY

PRICE EACH

POSTAGE

$15

$5

2016 Directory

$7

$3

IMSN Notecards
(1 set of 10)

$10

$3

History Book

TOTAL COST

Donation to Alumni
Association
Total:

Make checks payable to the IMSN Alumni Association.
Send payment to:
Chris Parker, Treasurer, Iowa Methodist School of Nursing Alumni Association
9589 NE 28 Ct. Ankeny, IA 50021 PH: 515-964-3790
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Greetings all of you wonderful
nurses! Springtime always brings
a sense of renewal. While I can’t
complain about this last winter,
the sight of that daffodil poking
through the ground will forever be
something that brings me wonder
and hope.
We are busy planning for this year’s
celebration of nursing, May 6–12.
The American Nurses Association
has designated the theme of
this year’s Nurse Week: Culture
of Safety — It Starts With YOU!
This theme really does reflect the
importance of nursing care for
patient and employee safety.
A year or so ago, I wrote about
the work we were doing to create
a safe work environment for
our clinical nurses through the
purchase of specialized patient
lift equipment. We have seen a
significant reduction in patient lift
injuries because of this focus. As
we focus on patient safety, nurses

At UnityPoint Health Des Moines,
we continue to target “zero” as
a goal for these outcomes. In
addition to these and other quality
indicators, nursing communication
with patients about their plan
of care, their medications and
education regarding self-care are
also part of overall patient safety.
We continue to celebrate the
significant patient safety outcomes
that our nurses impact. Just
recently, our CICU staff at Iowa
Lutheran
Hospital
celebrated
five years without a ventilatorassociated pneumonia! Our other
critical care areas have gone
more than nine months without a
ventilator-associated pneumonia.
All areas on all campuses have
gone six months with no central
line-associated
blood
stream
infection.
While our rates are low on the other
indicators, we’re still shooting for
zero. For this coming Nurse Week,
I will continue to congratulate
and recognize our nurses for their
specific contributions to patient
safety.

Thank you for being a nurse, and
thank you for the thousands of
patients you’ve kept safe with your
loving care. I’m looking forward to
seeing many of you for this year’s
alumni celebration!

2016 Recipients of
IMSN Scholarships
Your Alumni Board of Directors is
pleased to announce the recipients
of the 2016 Alumni Scholarship
Awards. Please take time to thank
these worthy recipients!
Cindy Lang Gill Class of 1992
MSN University of WisconsinOshkosh
Diane Clark Blaukat Class of 1986
BSN Grand Canyon University
Dennis Burlingame Class of 1994
BSN Mercy College of Health
Services

Fun On
Facebook

200 Years of Nursing Uniforms
Linda Osterhout posted a fun article
showing how nursing uniforms have
changed over the course of the profession
(the ‘70s are shown above).
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2016 Reunion Weekend Schedule: June 10 & 11, 2016

RSVP Form

Please join other IMSN alumni during our reunion weekend activities.

I will attend the following events during the Reunion weekend:

FRIDAY, JUNE 10, 2016

Please check:

12 Noon Potluck Luncheon to be held in the Kelley Conference Room, Research and Education Center,
Ground Level. (See directions for parking below) Sponsored by the UnityPoint Foundation. Members
of the 50-year class do not need to bring a potluck item.

													# Attending
June 10 | Noon

Potluck Luncheon in the Kelley Conference Room

Continental Breakfast and Medical Center Update sponsored by the UnityPoint Foundation and hosted
by Caleb Hegna, IMSN Liaison. Spouses are welcome. (RSVP on reservation form required.)

June 11 | 9 a.m.

Continental Breakfast & Medical Center Update

Event to be held in the Kelley Conference Room. (Enter hospital parking ramp from Pleasant St.; drive
straight ahead and park in the south side of the parking ramp. Take the south elevator down to ground
level. See map at bottom of this page.)

June 11

Medical Center Tour, following Breakfast

June 11 | 6 p.m.

Homecoming Banquet
Kelley Conference Room, Research and Education Center,
Ground Level.
Members of the Class of 1966 are complimentary.
Cost: $30/person for spouses/significant others and all others

SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2016
9 a.m.

Medical Center Tour to follow (NICU, ED and Life Flight). Please indicate interest on reservation form.
12 Noon 50-Year Class Luncheon (Members of class of 1966 only.) Sponsored by the Medical Center
Administration and hosted by Deb Moyer, Chief Nurse Executive.
Event to be held in the Dorner Conference Room.
6 p.m.

Homecoming Banquet Reception		

6:30 p.m. Dinner

Class of 1966 — Reservations for class members are complimentary. Cost for all others is $30/person.
Spouses are welcome. (RSVP on reservation form.)
Kelley Conference Room, Research and Education Center, Ground Level.
Professional Photographer: The Class of 1966 is scheduled to be photographed at 6:15 p.m. The
photographs will be ready for you to take home at the end of the evening’s festivities. If you would like a
group picture taken, please talk to the photographer at the banquet to make arrangements.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS
Rooms: A block of rooms has been reserved at the
Des Moines Downtown Marriott at 700 Grand Avenue
in Des Moines. The phone number is 800-514-4681;
ask for the Methodist Hospital Nurses 50th Reunion.
Reservations must be made no later than May 19,
2016.
Parking: The room rate is $163.52 ($146 plus 12%
tax) for a standard room. Valet parking is available at a
cost of $22 per day for unlimited in-and-out privileges.
Parking is available at the Marriott for non-guests. Ask
at the desk.
Shuttles: Transportation to and from the various
events, and to and from the airport, for hotel guests
during the weekend are provided by the hotel shuttle.

2016 edition of the IMSN Alumni Directory
Cost $7.00 each. To be picked up during weekend. Add $3.00 if you wish to have it mailed to you.
If staying at the Downtown Marriott, please indicate interest in using the shuttle on Friday and
Saturday morning and evening.
I require a wheelchair in order to attend.
NAME 									YEAR OF GRAD. FROM IMSN:
NAME AT YEAR OF GRADUATION FROM IMSN
ADDRESS					
APT			CITY					STATE		ZIP
NAME OF GUEST
Banquet reservations at $30 each				

$

Do you need a gluten-free meal?
I would like a brick from IMSN.
Copies of 2016 IMSN Alumni Directory at $7 each;
directory postage, if applicable, at $3			
Total Amount Enclosed:

$
$

				$
Total Amount Enclosed:

BANQUET RESERVATIONS MUST REACH CHRIS PARKER BY TUESDAY, MAY 31ST.
Mail to: Chris Parker, Treasurer, Iowa Methodist School of Nursing Alumni Association
9589 NE 28 Ct. Ankeny, IA 50021 PH: 515-964-3790
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