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From the President ...

A

lumni weekend 2014 was a huge
success—what a great party we
had Saturday night!

Linda Smith Carter, ‘74
President
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School of Nursing and Iowa Lutheran
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The theme for the weekend was
“Treasured Memories,” and everyone
shared old memories while new
ones were being made. We started
Friday at noon, and the 50-year class
continued that afternoon with a get
together. Saturday morning was the
breakfast and speaker, and tours
followed afterward. The 50-year class
then had a luncheon sponsored by
Nursing Service of UnityPoint Health
– Des Moines. Saturday evening was
probably a record-setting attendance
for Alumni! All of the pictures and the
video, recorded at the fall celebration
for the School, brought laughter and
comments from many Alumni and
guests. Songs were sung and there
was even some dancing! There were
48 graduates from the class of 1964,
and they had many stories to share
and truly entertained us all!
The hottest ticket in town this spring
and summer was getting a brick
from the School building. Hospital
leadership helped make the storage
of bricks possible, and the Alumni
Board took turns being available
to distribute them. We had six
dates during May and June to
make them available, as well as the

Alumni weekend. There were close
to 400 bricks that found new homes
across the nation! There are bricks
in gardens, fairy gardens, laundry
rooms, offices and some waiting to
be surprise gifts! The IMSN Facebook
group shows pictures of how the
bricks are loved. (There are still some
bricks available on an individual basis
from an Alumni member.)
We are trying something new this
year for the Christmas party. We
wondered if our attendance would
increase if we did lunch, instead of
the evening meal. Our other thought
was with the busy holiday season,
lunch might fit well with shopping!
Please join us December 13, 2014
at 11 a.m. at Legends, located in
the strip mall at the corner of 50th
Street and Mills Civic Parkway, West
Des Moines.
I hope everyone has a great summer
and fall! I’m looking forward to seeing
lots of smiling faces in December.

Linda K. (Smith) Carter
Join us on Facebook! Go
to Facebook and search
“Iowa Methodist School of
Nursing” and become a part
of the group.
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In Memoriam
Nona Anton Harvester (1934)
F. Loraine Manly Perry (1947)
Shirley Powell Fillman (1948)
Ann Allison Husmann (1949)
M. Juanita Badger Lovick (1952)
Elaine Hohanshelt Freel (1954)
Dora Davis Horn (1955)
Lois Billingsley Edwards (1955)
Janice Holton (1964)
Susan Felder (1980)

Memorial Gifts

Ann Allison Husmann
Class of 1949
Given by Marguerita Feller Goodson
Linda Sue Gray Anderson
Class of 1959
Given by Betty Butler Galloway
M. Juanita Badger Lovick
Class of 1952
Given by Bonnie Brown Peterson
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Put It On Your Calendar
Christmas Party & Annual Meeting

Reunion Weekend

Saturday, December 13, 2014
11:00 a.m. for lunch
Legends (640 S. 50th St., West Des Moines)
Cost: $15.00 per person

June 12-13, 2015

Christmas Party Attendance
Name (include maiden name if applicable)__________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________
City ________________________State ___________ Zip________________________
Class Year ___________ Number Attending ___________ x $15= $______________

School Postcards Sales

Amount Enclosed: ___________
Send payment to Chris Parker, Treasurer
9589 NE 28th Court, Ankeny, IA 50021

As everyone is aware, our beloved IMSN
Building is gone from sight, but not from
our hearts! IMSN had a nearly 100-year
impact on patient care at IMMC.
We want to preserve the memory of that impact for years
to come, but it takes money. To help fund a permanent
memorial to IMSN (including a place to display our
class pictures), we are raising money through the sale
of commemorative notecards.
Ten notecards with envelopes have been created that
depict photographs and memories from our first 30 years.
Please consider supporting this memorial project with
your purchase of $10.00.
TO PURCHASE:
Send payment of $10.00 + $2.50 for shipping along
with your name and mailing address to:
Chris Parker, Treasurer
9589 NE 28th Court
Ankeny, IA 50021

Please mail by December 6, 2014

I Remember: Running for it on a cold Des Moines day in 1917
It was the winter of 1917. The
temperature was 20 degrees below
that morning when Louise and
I walked into the Hydrotherapy
Department, where we were
receiving our special training.
The supervisor—dear, kind old Mr.
Quayle—was out of town for the
day. After we finished giving the
scheduled treatments, both of us
felt ill and very cold. Seeing the big
gas flame burning steadily under
the huge “bake over” was too
much temptation. Please remember
we were very young and impulsive.
We climbed in that huge cavern.
Since we were only going to stay
five or 10 minutes to get warm, we
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just removed our caps. It was bliss!
It was paradise regained!
Side by slide we slept for over 90
minutes. When we awakened we
were soaked to the skin, our hair
plastered to our faces and our
clothes were wet rags clinging to
our bodies. Then we knew we had
a problem. It was almost noon
and time for dinner. How could
we ever get to our rooms, in the
new Nurses Home, across Pleasant
Street, without anyone seeing us
and asking questions?
We shuddered in fear at the thought
of meeting Miss Brock, the Director
of Nurses. We knew from past
experience that she could be a

stern disciplinarian. So we ran—
Oh! My! How we ran! From the
basement through the tunnel up
the stairs to our rooms dripping
water all of the way. But we made
it. We encountered no one.
Shortly after with shining faces
and immaculate uniforms, we took
our places at the dinner table. In
the following months many nurses
wondered why Louise and I broke
out laughing when we met. That
was 57 years ago, but we both
remember it well.
Gretchen Risher Wooster

Class of 1918
Alhambra, CA
Reprinted from a 1974 edition of
News for Nurses
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The History of Iowa Methodist School of Nursing 1901–1999
Have you wondered what the School was like in the
beginning years? Do you know the great advances
that have occurred during the 98 years of existence?
Do certain words bring nostalgic memories to your
mind? Hypodermoclysis, stupes, iron lungs, first
scrub, NG tubes, the hospital fire, assessments,
case histories, dissecting cats, follow throughs, and
graduation ...

Name____________________________________________

The 180-page history with 40 pictures will bring alive
those memories and freshen your knowledge of the
School of Nursing.

Price per book $15 cash and carry or $20 shipped

As a tribute to a fine School, which consistently
graduated nurses of the highest caliber, you will not
want to miss how it all began and finished with glory.
Available now, you can order your copy for personal
use or gift giving.

Greetings from Deb . . .
these beauties from my plants.
Reconnecting with nature is a great
way to appreciate the gifts we are
all given and again acknowledge the
miracles of our world.

Iowa Methodist School of Nursing History
Book Order Form

Address___________________________________________

Speaking of gifts, I want to share
with you all that I have been blessed
to have access to an administrative
assistant since I arrived at UnityPoint
Health – Des Moines. In fact, I have
a new assistant, Noel Walker, who
started with me in April. Little did
I know until the two of us were
looking through the 1964 IMSN
Memory Book that Noel’s mother-inlaw, Donna Walker, is a 1971 IMSN
grad! It was meant to be.

City ________________________State ___________Zip___

$__.00 X __________ # books ordered =
TOTAL ENCLOSED

________

______________

Send payment to Chris Parker, Treasurer
9589 NE 28th Court, Ankeny, IA 50021

DEB MOYER // Chief Nurse Executive

Iowa Methodist School of Nursing
2014 Alumni Directory

REQUEST FORM
Please send the 2014 IMSN Alumni Directory.

Happy summer to you all!

DONATION FORM
Here is my donation to the Iowa Methodist School of
Nursing Alumni Association:

Name_________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
City______________________

Amount: $_____________

State_______________ Zip________________________

Class ___________

My check for $7 plus $3 shipping and handling is
enclosed. (Total of $10.)
Mail to:
Chris Parker, Treasurer
9589 NE 28th Court
Ankeny, IA 50021
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This year, I’m trying my hand at
growing a few container vegetables
and must say how much fun it is
to harvest my own little tomatoes.
I know there are many nurses out
there who are great gardeners.
While I have not gone to the extent
of many of my green-thumbed
colleagues, I am feeling that small
sense of accomplishment as I pluck

Thanks to Carol Cummings Kavados
for sending me a copy of the 1964
Memory Book. It helped Noel
and I connect on something very
important to us both!
This brings me to the part of this
musing where I express how much
I missed seeing you at this year’s
Alumni celebrations. This is a year
for memories indeed as the bricks
and mortar of the School were
swept away. I’m sure you all regaled
each other with great memories of
your experiences in that building ...

those memories and the care you
delivered to patients are the true
legacy of the IMSN. Sorry I missed it.
Finally, I wanted to share a source
of pride I had in the past couple
of weeks with a very special team
of nurses and other clinicians. Our
Stroke Care program was again
reviewed for certification by Det
Norske Veritas ( DNV), our regulatory
standards body. I experienced such
joy listening to these wonderful
nurses and others talk about their
commitment to our stroke patients’
functionality, their commitment to
continuously improving the quality
and timeliness of our care for the
best outcomes, and their significant
involvement in our state and the
community to provide preventative
education and post stroke support.
We were honored that our program
came through the review process
with zero deficiencies!
It was a wonderful example of team
work with the patients squarely in
the middle, as they should be.

Deb Moyer,
Chief Nurse Executive

Name _____________________________
Address _______________________________
City_____________________Zip:______________
Mail to:
Chris Parker, Treasurer
9589 NE 28th Court
Ankeny, IA 50021

Fun On Facebook
Maggie Cunningham posted
this great throwback photo to
the Iowa Methodist School of
Nursing Facebook group. Join
us, and don’t miss a thing! Go
to Facebook and search “Iowa
Methodist School of Nursing”
and become a part of the group.

Here’s a Normandy Beach landing
photo they don’t show you in
textbooks. Brave women of the
Red Cross arriving in 1944 to help
the injured troops. Shared via the
Facebook page “Do Something.”
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2014 Alumni Reunion and Banquet Weekend

CLASS OF ‘64
At the reunion

The 111th Annual Iowa Methodist
School of Nursing Alumni Reunion
and Banquet was held over the
weekend of June 13th and 14th
this year. The Class of 1964 was
honored and celebrated 50 years
as nurses!
The reunion weekend was kicked
off with a Friday afternoon potluck,
which was held at the Wesley
Acres complex. Forty-eight Alumni
participated in the festivities and
enjoyed a delicious lunch while
getting reacquainted with fellow
nurses.
Saturday morning, Sue Evans
and the UnityPoint Foundation
hosted a breakfast for Alumni at
the Methodist campus. Dr. Linda
Brady, the Director of Nursing
Research at UnityPoint – Des
Moines, was the guest speaker
and presented an informational and
entertaining presentation about the
important work that is being done
by her team. Linda was delightful
as she described the Art of Caring
program and shared individual
patient stories with the group.
Breakfast was followed by tours of
the new state-of-the-art simulation
laboratory, the neonatal intensive
care unit and the ever-popular Life
Flight program area.
At noon, the 50-year class enjoyed a
nice lunch hosted by the UnityPoint
Nursing administration, during
which corsages and Class Memory
books were distributed.
On Saturday evening, 130 Alumni
and guests attended the Annual
Banquet, which capped off the
weekend activities. President Linda
Smith Carter, class of 1974, emceed
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LEFT: Dr. Linda Brady, Director of Nursing Research at UnityPoint, spoke about the Art
of Caring program. TOP RIGHT: The Class of 1980, reunited. BOTTOM RIGHT: Alumni
enjoyed the presentation.

the program, which was themed
“Treasure the Memories.”
W ith the School of Nursing
Decommissioning ceremony and
building implosion occurring in
the previous few months, many
pictures and memories were shared
throughout the program. Each
class was given an opportunity
to share some of its experiences
and times at the School and at
Iowa Methodist. There was plenty
of laughter and a few tears as the
group found a strong commonality
with experiencing nursing education
and patient care throughout their
time at Iowa Methodist School of
Nursing.
As a part of the program, a Memorial
Service was held for the 21 Alumni
who passed away over the past
year.
Special recognition was given to

S. Kay Montgomery, class of 1956.
Kay served as the Chief Nursing
Administrator at Iowa Methodist
Medical Center and Iowa Health
for many years, and upon her
retirement, she remained active
as a board member of the Alumni
Association until her death. A toast
was raised by the group recognizing
the long-term contributions that
Kay made.
To end the time together, Chris
Brown Parker, class of 1980, led
the group in singing, “On Eagle’s
Wings”—a fitting and uplifting
benediction to another wonderful
weekend!
Please mark your calendars for next
year’s event, which will be held on
June 12th and 13th, 2015. Your
Alumni Board thanks you for your
attendance and your continuing
support, and we hope to see you
next reunion weekend!

Iowa Methodist School of Nursing Brick Give Away
As a part of the decommissioning
of the School, a plan was made to
“save” some of the building bricks for
Alumni. Alumni /Board members and
Nursing Administration worked with
the building implosion contractor
and the UnityPoint building and
maintenance team to make this
happen.
About 500 bricks were procured and
stored from the implosion site—
bricks from the old building and the
new. Word went out to the Alumni
that a brick would be available at
the Methodist campus for pick up
through a special postcard mailing.
Alumni came from all over the state
to get a brick from their beloved
School!
The Alumni Board scheduled six

days in May and early June to meet
Alumni and assist with the brick
give away. Bricks were also made
available Reunion Weekend, where
Alums were able to get a brick the
evening of the banquet.
More than 300 bricks were given
away and have been used in a variety
of ways. Bricks are being used as
bookends, they are being stamped
with the School emblem and some
have been used in fairy gardens!
Share your brick story with us on
Facebook!
In addition, two of the large cement
“IMH” border stones from the newer
School building were saved. The
attached cement pieces weigh about
400 pounds. Thanks to coordination
by Janet Goldsmith, this piece has

WHERE’S YOUR BRICK? President Linda
Carter put her School of Nursing brick to
good use by creating this “fairy garden.”
Where did yours end up? Post a picture on
the Facebook group site!

been moved and saved for possible
use in a new building project. Thank
you to Janet Goldsmith and Linda
MacBride for their efforts!
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