March 19, 2010

FIRSTNAME LASTNAME
ADDRESS1
ADDRESS2
CITY, ST ZIP

Dear SALUTATION,
On August 30, 2010 Erika and Todd Borcherding went in to see their doctor for a typical appointment when the doctors
noticed that one of the babies’ - Charlie’s - heart rate dropped significantly. Within ten minutes, Erika was rushed to the OR
to deliver her twins at 29 weeks. Austin was born 3lbs 14oz and Charlie was born 1lb 13oz, a significant difference.
Seven long hours later Erika got out of her hospital bed and went past the enormous babies on the maternity floor towards
the Variety neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) to see her sons for the first time. When Erika and Todd got to their twin’s
room, they were overwhelmed with emotions. While Charlie and Austin were tiny and hooked up to cords and monitors, the
biggest hurdle was not being able to hold or comfort them. Finally, after 10 days they were able to hold their tiny Charlie and
11 days to hold Austin.
“It was like Christmas for the both of us to finally hold our babies in our arms. A moment that will last forever in our hearts.”
The boys would be on quite a journey over the next 5 months in the NICU. Austin spent 98 days in the NICU and Charlie
stayed 141 days. At Blank Children’s Hospital, expert neonatologists and specially–trained nurses surrounded them with
loving care and the latest advances for premature infants. These same experts not only cared for the Borcherding twins, they
also educated their parents to become advocates of their boys’ medical needs.
“They took the time to make sure we understood the monitoring, tests, scans and procedures Charlie and Austin were
undergoing. It was phenomenal.”
The journey is not over. Although Austin is crawling, talking and starting to hit developmental milestones, Charlie continues
to grow stronger but at a slower pace with challenges. Both boys receive in-home therapy and utilize the new Developmental
Center at Blank Children’s Hospital.
“We were blessed to have the specialists, neonatologists, nurses and staff taking care of Charlie and Austin. The
outcome could have been so different if not for them. We will always feel blessed for having Blank a part of our lives
and children’s health care needs.”
Won’t you consider sending in your $(XX), $(XX), or even $(XX), to ensure that we can continue to provide the best healing
environment for our smallest patients?
										

With gratitude,

										
										

David A. Stark
President & Chief Operating Officer

P.S. As you mail back your contribution for the neonatal intensive care unit, remember that it’s your generosity that makes a
difference while impacting the lives of children across Iowa.
www.blankchildrenshospital.org

515-243-3852

www.iowahealthfoundation.org

Blank Children’s Hospital is dedicated to caring for children. They count on us
for lifesaving care. Can Charlie and Austin count on your gift today?

YES! Here’s my gift for Blank Children’s Hospital’s neonatal intensive care unit.
 $AMT1

 $AMT2

 $AMT3  Other $ __________

Please charge my donation:  Mastercard  Visa  Discover
Amount $ ____________ Credit Card #: ________________________________________Code: ________

MAR12

Signature: ____________________________ Phone: ____________________ Exp. Date: _____
FIRSTNAME LASTNAME
ADDRESS1
ADDRESS2
CITY, ST ZIP
My e-mail address is:

@

Please write to us at 1200 Grand Avenue, Suite, 100, Des Moines, IA 50312 if you wish to have your name removed from the list to receive fund-raising requests supporting Blank Children’s Hospital.

(CODE ID)

