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Dear SALUTATION,
After watching their 3-year-old daughter, Coral, limp around the house for five days, Eileen and Shane made an appointment
with their pediatrician. After blood tests and x-rays came back, he referred them to a hematologist/oncologist at Blank
Children’s Hospital. Later that afternoon, after more tests, Eileen and Shane received the shocking news; they found leukemia
cells in her blood.
Coral’s journey started that night when she was admitted to the hospital. The sweet little girl had been through numerous
needle pokes and shots, and a very long day when she and her parents first encountered the Child Life staff for the first time.
“Kathy, her Child Life Specialist, is her friend. When Coral complains about going to the hospital, all I have to do is remind her that she
gets to see Kathy and she is ready to go,” explains Mom, Eileen.

At Blank Children’s Hospital, the Child Life staff provides many valuable services to patients and their families. Educated in child
development, the Child Life Specialists’ primary focus is to make the healthcare experience positive for children through the use
of developmentally appropriate techniques. They help children deal with the fears and emotions that often accompany a visit to
the clinic or hospital after diagnosis.
“I can’t imagine them not being there,” says Mom, Eileen. “They have provided distractions to Coral, resources and books for us
and comfort for her sister and brother.“

The Child Life staff at Blank Children’s try to make every child’s healthcare experience a positive one. They work with children
and adolescents to minimize the stress they can feel during hospital stays or visits to the clinics, emergency rooms, radiology,
or surgery areas.
“Children are often frightened or worried when they have to come to the hospital. We strive to help children and families cope
with unfamiliar, often scary situations,” explains Child Life Specialist Kathy O’Connor. “Helping kids be kids during their journey
supports the whole family in adjusting and adapting to their healthcare experience.”

When a child is in the hospital, there can be many new experiences for a family. Your gift can help guide a family through this
difficult time. Won’t you consider sending in your gift of $(XX), $(XX), or $(XX), to ensure that we can continue to bridge the
gap between home and hospital with age-appropriate activities designed to help young patients understand and adapt to
the hospital experience.
										With gratitude,
										David A. Stark
										President & Chief Operating Officer
P.S. As you mail back your contribution for the Child Life Program, Coral is responding well to her treatment after 5 short
months, and looking forward to playing with her sister and brother.
www.blankchildrenshospital.org

515-243-3852

www.iowahealthfoundation.org

Blank Children’s Hospital is dedicated to caring for children. They count on us
for lifesaving care. Can Coral count on your gift today?

YES! Here’s my gift for Blank Children’s Hospital’s neonatal intensive care unit.
 $AMT1

 $AMT2

 $AMT3  Other $ __________

Please charge my donation:  Mastercard  Visa  Discover
Amount $ ____________ Credit Card #: ________________________________________Code: ________

MAR12

Signature: ____________________________ Phone: ____________________ Exp. Date: _____
FIRSTNAME LASTNAME
ADDRESS1
ADDRESS2
CITY, ST ZIP
My e-mail address is:

@

Please write to us at 1200 Grand Avenue, Suite, 100, Des Moines, IA 50312 if you wish to have your name removed from the list to receive fund-raising requests supporting Blank Children’s Hospital.

(CODE ID)

