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Greetings to each of our Auxiliary members and friends!
I am pleased to announce that we’ve recently started a new chapter with
a terrific Auxiliary Leadership Council (ALC) and membership. I cannot
express how grateful I am for your unconditional care, trust and support
shown for St. Luke’s Hospital!
Since the membership vote to partner with the Foundation occurred in
June, we’ve been busy updating the By-Laws and making sure we have all
of our fundraising activities scheduled for the remainder the of the year.
We are looking forward to our annual iCare Associate Giving
Campaign, and a variety of other lobby sales which are noted on the
St. Luke’s Auxiliary
back page of this publication.
In the coming weeks, Lisa Parrish, our Auxiliary Assistant, will transition
her work to the Foundation offices located in the Medical Office Plaza
Building - 855 A Avenue NE, Suite 105. We are excited for this
transition and look forward to complimenting each others work.

Big Announcements
As I’m sure you’ve all heard in recent weeks, UnityPoint Health
announced that we’ve entered into a non-binding letter of intent to
explore a potential partnership with Sanford Health, a healthcare
system based out of Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
Stronger system, stronger regions. What makes us better when we’re
talking about two health systems coming together? In broad terms,
it means the opportunity to serve a larger population, which is
important when your goal is unifying care delivery and care financing in
order to provide better value to patients and communities. It means
the opportunity to achieve greater economies of scale, especially in
behind-the-scenes functions (like revenue cycle and IT) that support
direct patient care. And, it means the opportunity to have a still
stronger voice at a healthcare policy level, shaping the future of health
care for not only the Midwest but for our country as a whole.
Regardless, though, the experiences our patients and their families and
our community have with us are the experiences they have with you.
The people we serve are amazing, and so are you!
Mary Klinger, President St. Luke’s Foundation
Auxiliary Hospital Champion
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Auxiliary in Action

From left to right:
Connie Robinson, Cheryl
Hollingsworth, Julie
Gasway; Witwer
Manager and
Gwen Randall.

The Auxiliary Leadership Council voted in
June 2019 to sponsor Witwer’s 25th
Anniversary Celebration. The $5,000 pledge
towards the celebration helped create a lively
party with festive music, bouncy house, Kona
Ice Truck and many happy families and
Witwer employees in attendance.

Connie Robinson writes: It was a great
event. The weather stayed comfortable
throughout the morning, and they had a great
turnout. They had all the jobs filled so we just
enjoyed being there. Everyone had a good
time.
If you’d like to read more on Witwer
Children’s Therapy, visit their website here.

During the month of July the Auxiliary was busy making ready 3600 rolls of Life savers to
deliver to Employee Health Services for the 2019 fall flu clinics. In the fall of 2018 the
Auxiliary pledged funds to purchase life savers for
those that would like to take a sweet treat with
them after receiving their flu shot. Many hands
made for light work. Thank you to all that
contributed their time towards this project.
From left to right:
Employee Health employee’s, Robin-RN Coordinator
and Brenda– RN with Auxiliary members
Connie Bulman, Connie Robinson,
Cheryl Hollingsworth
and Fonda Carris.
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Volunteers are Amazing!
Can you believe how much volunteers
accomplish?
The 39 volunteers currently working in the gift
shop range from 14 to 94 years of age.
Between them, they have 443 years of service
and 106, 956 hours of donated time. This is
equivalent to the work of 51 employees.
That’s amazing!
Last week, St. Luke’s Floral & Gifts and
Volunteer Services conducted meetings
with all volunteers to bring them together
for refreshed training, to thank them and
set new goals.
St. Luke’s Floral & Gifts is the largest
contributor of funds towards the Auxiliary.
We could not be as successful without our
dedicated volunteers. Thank you!

Click for Babies

Let’s Play Bridge

The August 3rd Click for Babies Knit-in has
been cancelled. We will meet Saturday,
September 14th, 9-1pm.

The Let’s Play Bridge
marathon begins
Wednesday,
September 4th, 2019.

You may continue dropping off purple caps at
the Auxiliary office. Purple yarn is also in
stock.

Registration letters were mailed July 15th.
If you have not received yours, or you’d like
Be sure to check the black binder for a variety to sign up to play, please contact Lisa:
319-369-7804 or by email:
of hat patterns.
lisa.parrish2@unitypoint.org
St. Luke’s Auxiliary
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Calendar of Events
August 2019

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Lisa Parrish
Sarah Rheinschmidt
Becky Holstrom
Doris Faas
Caroline Young
Mary Jo Rater
Elizabeth Wagner
Diane Benhart
Corrinnie Ketelsen
Faye Gerner
Ted Townsend
Robert Hale

8/5
8/7
8/8
8/14
8/14
8/15
8/15
8/17
8/18
8/21
8/29
8/30

Do you have an August birthday but aren’t
listed here? HAPPY BIRTHDAY! If you’d like
to be on the birthday list, please send me
an e-mail at:
lisa.parrish2@unitypoint.org
Auxiliary Sponsored BOOKS ARE FUN
Collective Goods Sale
August 13-15, 2019
A Ave Lobby
Tues: 9 am—5 pm, Wed: 6:00 am—3:00
pm, Thurs 9 am –3 pm
St. Luke’s Auxiliary
UnityPoint Health Cedar Rapids-St. Luke’s Hospital
1026 A Avenue | Cedar Rapids | IA 52402
Phone: (319) 369-7804
lisa.parrish2@unitypoint.org

Aug 7

Let’s Play Bridge Summer
Session—Longbranch

Aug 10

St. Luke’s Night at the Ballpark
Veterans Memorial Stadium

Aug 12

Auxiliary Leadership
Council-Transitional Care
Center

Aug 13

Ronald McDonald Meal prep
RMFR

Aug 14-16

Collective Goods, Books Are
Fun-A Ave lobby

Aug 29-30

Auxiliary Office Closed

September 2019
Sept 2

Auxiliary Office Closed

Sept 4

Let’s Play Bridge
Marathon-Longbranch

Sept 12

Treat Cart

Sept 13

iCare Tailgate Picnic

Sept 14

Click for Babies Knit In
WC Lobby

Sept 24

Ronald McDonald Meal prep
RMFR

Watch your e-mail for
notifications of volunteer
opportunities during the iCare
Giving Campaign throughout the
month of September.
The Auxiliary will once again be
in action!

