Who will help kids thrive?
You have an opportunity to make
an incredible difference in the lives
of children.
As a not-for-profit hospital, the
only way Blank Children’s can offer
either of these services today is
through the generosity of people
like you. In order to provide the
level of and capacity for services
these children deserve tomorrow
and into the future, $5 million of
community support is needed for
this important project. At the same
time, it is also important to grow
the endowments of each center
securing a lasting funding stream
for generations to come. Join in
helping kids live up to their best
potential; join in helping kids thrive.

You can help kids

A place to grow.
•

Brand new, two story, 30,000 sq. ft. building dedicated to providing the best environment for children in our community.

•

Expanded treatment rooms and dedicated counseling rooms.

•

Onsite conference center to increase collaboration with community partners.

•

Outdoor garden area for patients and families.

Take action today!
Blank Children’s Hospital
1200 Pleasant St. | Des Moines, IA 50309
(515) 241-6304
blankchildrens.org
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thrive

Blank Children’s STAR & Developmental Center Campaign

DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER

Take action for kids in our
community who need it most.

In 2012, Blank Children’s opened the first dedicated
Developmental Center in Central Iowa to provide diagnosis
and treatment for children with developmental, behavioral
and physical conditions such as autism, ADHD or Down
syndrome. In addition, psychological services, including therapy
and evaluation, are offered to patients and families. Serving
primarily children age birth to 5 years of age, the need for the
Developmental Center has continued to grow alongside our
growing community. Now is the time to expand our commitment
to children who need early detection and extra attention.

Whether it’s learning to tie their shoes,
making a healthy snack or crossing the
street, all kids need help to grow, learn
and feel safe. However, there are kids
in our community who need more. Kids
who have been neglected or suffered
abuse. Kids who need a diagnosis
before they can walk, talk or play. Kids
who have been removed from the
only home they knew. Kids who have
overcome more in a few years than most
have their entire lives. Kids who make
up the most vulnerable population in
our community…kids who need YOU to
thrive and meet their full potential.

•

Since 2015, there has been a 161% increase in services offered
at the STAR Center, and that need continues to grow.

•

By relocating to a new facility, providers and staff will be added,
reducing wait times and expanding access to care for children,
families and law enforcement professionals while planning for
future growth.

•

By 2024, with your support in this project expansion, the STAR
Center expects to double the amount of children they are able
to serve.

We can’t end childhood trauma, but together, we can do everything
we can to reduce its lasting impact. When the abuse ends,
childhood begins.

Since 2015, the Developmental Center has seen an 80%
increase in the number of patients treated.

•

Your support in expanding the center will provide room for
an additional physician and nurse practitioner, reducing
diagnosis and intervention wait times that are critical for
children with developmental or behavioral disabilities.

•

In 2018, the clinic served 1,900 patients and families; with
your support in this project expansion, the clinic anticipates
doubling that number by 2024.

It’s been a struggle to find someone
who was willing to help us. We’ve
been turned away from doctors. It’s
just finding somebody that actually
cared enough for us and Mason to
be like ‘I’m going to do whatever
it takes to help you.’
– Kelly Hall
Mom of Mason and Brandon

With your help, together we can provide every child — and
parent — with the tools and opportunity to not just live to their
full potential, but to thrive.

STAR CENTER (Support Teams for Achieving Resilience)
The first of its kind in Iowa, Blank Children’s STAR Center cares
for children who have been victims of abuse, exposed to drugs,
are in the foster care system, or need extra support to grow
and thrive. This incredibly dedicated team is leading the way in
trauma‑informed care, and because of that, services are in demand
more than ever. The hope is to continue to meet the immediate,
vital needs of these children. You can help make that possible.

•

Across the nation, some
families wait up to 18 months
to be seen by developmental
specialists; the wait time at
Blank Children’s is less than
half of this.

Blank Children’s is here to help.
Are you with us?
Children with 6 or more
traumas or adverse childhood
experiences (ACEs) are more
likely to attempt suicide.

What’s very important to remember
is that the behaviors we see in these
children…that’s because of the
trauma, it’s not because these children
are bad children. These children
are great children. They have just
experienced some bad things.
– Jennifer Stimson
Manager of Blank Children’s STAR and
Developmental Center

Blank Children’s strives to put the
well‑being of children first; serving
some of the most vulnerable
populations. No other place in Iowa
has taken on this challenge quite
like Blank Children’s. Your support is
needed to meet the critical needs of
kids in our community. For the first time
in its 75-year history, Blank Children’s
is building a free-standing facility to
accommodate the expansion of two
important services: the STAR Center and
the Developmental Center.

