2019 HIGHLIGHTS
• We have more than
120 specialists across
23 different sub-specialties.
• The maternity centers at
Methodist West Hospital and
Iowa Lutheran Hospital now
have nurseries designated
as Level 2 (or special care)
Nurseries. This means the
team is able to treat babies
with some health problems
instead of transferring them
to the Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit (NICU).

Celebrating
75 years of caring
for children and families
at Blank Children’s.
December 3, 1944 was a historic
day for our community. It was the
day A.H. and Anna Blank
dedicated the Raymond Blank
Memorial Hospital for Children
in memory of their son. Blank
Children’s Hospital was founded
thanks to philanthropy. 75 years
later, philanthropy continues
to play an instrumental role in
the programs, services and care
provided.

YOU MATTER

• Blank Children’s Hospital
purchased a new neonatal
and pediatric ambulance.
The ambulance was
designed with safety in mind
and offers plenty of features
that are family friendly.

2019 IMPACT REPORT
Blank Children’s Hospital and Women’s Services

• The Fire Safety House
participated in 58 events,
which is 20 more than the
previous year. During these
events, 5,258 children and
adults received hands-on
learning to help prepare
for a fire or severe weather
at no cost.
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Helping Kids Thrive

You care deeply about the children in our community, and it shows. Take a look at some
of the things your support made possible in 2019. You made a difference!

Thanks to the support of our community, Blank Children’s broke ground for a new
building: the STAR & Developmental Center. This is the first time in the hospital’s history
it is embarking on a free-standing facility to expand its services.

YOU HELPED …

Your generosity has made this new building possible along with the services they
provide. Patients will be seen in the new space starting April 2020.
STAR Center
• Conducting forensic interviews
and medical examinations by a
multidisciplinary team when child
abuse or neglect is suspected.
• S
 erving children who have been
exposed to drugs and/or alcohol.
• H
 elping families whose children are
struggling with growth and weight gain.
• P
 roviding primary care visits
and integrating mental
health services for children
in foster care.

Provide 3,663 patients
staying in the hospital
with compassionate,
expert care.

Developmental Center
• Providing diagnosis and treatment
for children with developmental,
behavioral and physical conditions.
• F
 ollowing babies who have been
patients in a neonatal intensive care
unit (NICU), to screen and test for
developmental milestones.

Support 46 newly diagnosed
cancer patients along with
52 clinical trials, and treat
hundreds of children and
teens in the Cancer & Blood
Disorder Center.

Deliveries
For the fifth year in a row, more
babies in central Iowa were born in
our hospitals than anywhere else.
We helped welcome 5,496 totally
amazing babies in 2019.
IOWA
METHODIST

3,849

IOWA
LUTHERAN

451

METHODIST WEST

1,196

Transport 652 newborn babies
and critically ill children by teams
that specialize in this care – by
ground in our Pediatric Critical
Care Ambulance or by air in our
LifeFlight helicopter.

Provide 25,039 emergency
care visits for patients with
injuries and illnesses that
couldn’t wait.

Offer important education to nearly
4,000 health care professionals
across the state so all children in
Iowa get the highest level of care
when they need it most.

Child Life
INTERACTIONS

34,000

PHILANTHROPYFUNDED

100%

Being in a hospital or visiting a
doctor can be very stressful for
children and their families. Child
Life specialists foster healing and
recovery by helping children
express their concerns and cope
with fears.

Giving
TOTAL
GIFTS

$6,427,764

NUMBER
OF GIFTS

4,225

NUMBER
OF DONORS

2,892

As more and more families choose
Blank Children’s Hospital for care,
we continue to add team members
and services to meet the needs of
the community. Your support makes
a difference in helping provide
these life-changing and life-saving
programs to children and families
when they need it most.
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