Foundation

Outreach

• The 33rd Annual Festival of Trees and
Lights had another record-breaking
year, raising over $550,000 to
support Child Life & Family
Services and the Center for
Advocacy and Outreach. A big
thank you to our presenting
sponsor, Iowa Realty; Honorary
Chairs, Deb and Bob Pulver; and
all of the incredible underwriters, tree
decorators and volunteers who made the
event possible!
• The second annual online day of giving was
held in conjunction with Mr. Blank Day on
July 27. Through individual donations as
well as matching gifts received from Iowa
Realty, Premier Credit Union and the Blank
Children’s Board of Directors, the event
raised a record-breaking $20,000.

The medical outreach team provides education for health care
professionals and emergency medical services personnel across
the state through the following activities:
• Medical conferences
• Classes and lecture series
• Monthly webinars
• Visiting Nurse Experience
• Simulation education
• Care Cart
The community outreach team reaches beyond our hospital
walls to enhance the development of safe and healthy children in
our community. They lead safety and injury prevention initiatives
around the following:
• Child passenger safety,
including for children with
special healthcare needs
• Fire safety
• Pedestrian safety
• Bike safety
• General injury prevention
• Window falls prevention
• Gasoline safety

2016 Impact Map

Helping children in all 99 counties.
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Water safety
Medication safety
Research collaborations
Childhood healthy weight
Connections Matter
Personal safety and
prevention education
• Childbirth education
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Service and
Community
• Blank Children’s Providers and Family Advisory
Council members increased their engagement in
advocacy opportunities. Providers participated in several
workgroups, committees and collaborative meetings.
A Family Advisory Council member and her husband
and children attended the Children’s Hospital
Association’s Family Advocacy Day in Washington, DC.
• A certified child passenger safety technician joined our
team of safety experts to focus on serving the needs of
families in our hospital and clinics. Since beginning the
service, more than 40 families have been helped,
including many with special needs car seats. Through
the Pediatric Emergency Department, 35 seats were
distributed to families whose children had been in a
car crash.
• Blank Children’s Hospital employs nurses in the West
Des Moines School District. These nurses saw
approximately 74,000 students and administered
approximately 30,000 medications. The nurses see
an average of 40-60 children every day in a total of
11 schools.

Employees
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Volunteers
completed more
than 5,700
hours

TEAM

More than

100

Pediatric & Women’s
Health Specialists

Growth and Quality
• Seven new pediatric specialists joined Blank Children’s
Hospital: Joi Lucas, MD; Audrey Durrant, MD; Shelley
Hancock, MD; Mina Salib, MD; Audrey Bush, MD; Abdur
Ayoob, MD, FAAP; and Samantha Mallory, MD.
• The Variety Pediatric Emergency Department at Blank
Children’s Hospital officially opened to the public in
December 2016. The new facility matches the outstanding
care the patients and families receive every day.
• The number of babies delivered at our maternity centers
increased again in 2016. In August, Methodist West Hospital
had a record number of births since its opening with 94 babies.
• The Regional Child Protection Center worked with local law
enforcement, Iowa Department of Human Services, and
county attorneys to update the forensic interview process
to align with best practices in the field. This allowed the
Center to double the number of appointments available
each week.
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