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Service & Community

By the numbers...
Department/Program

Numbers

Blank Children’s Hospital

3,066 admissions

Blank Children’s Clinics & Infusion Center

81,457 visits

Child Life

25,916 visits

Deliveries

3,557 Iowa Methodist
444 Iowa Lutheran
672 Methodist West

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU)

844 admissions

Neonatal Transport Team

250 patients
transported

Outreach Programs

Approximately 35,000
participants in all
counties

Pediatric Emergency Department

20,140 visits

Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU)

525 admissions

Pediatric Sedation Service

685 sedations

Pediatric Therapy

36,048 visits

Pediatric Transport Team

362 patients
transported

Regional Child Protection Center

1,187 visits

SHINE Palliative Care
(Pediatric & Perinatal)

113 consults

• The Family Advisory Board was established in
September. This group of parents serves as partners to
Blank Children’s Hospital, playing an important role by
representing the family voice when providing input.
• Medical Outreach had 3,706 participants in its classes,
conferences, site visits and school programs.
• Families continued to be assisted by our Compassion
Fund, which provides gas cards for appointments,
medications for families with no insurance coverage,
medical equipment and supplies for families and children
in need and emotional support and counseling when it is
needed the most.
• The fourth year for the Kid Captain program with Iowa
State Athletics was another success. The program
recognized children who are inspirational through their
medical journeys. Parents can nominate their children
to be an honorary “Kid Captain” for home Iowa State
football games. In 2014, 7 children were selected as Kid
Captains, with 9 “runner-ups.”
• Volunteers from Des Moines University hold game nights
twice a week for patients and families on Blank 3 & 4.
• Blank Children’s Hospital received more than 750
donations of toys and books from our community in 2014.
• The Legacy of Christopher Gas Can Exchange Event
was held in memory of 10-year-old Christopher Allsup.
People could exchange gas containers for a new metal
safety container. The event was a partnership between
Blank Children’s Hospital, Metro Waste Authority, Safe
Kids Greater Des Moines and Beaverdale Ace Hardware.
• The One Second program (formerly Think First) was
revamped and now focuses on distracted driving. In its
pilot year, the program reached 3,410 students.
• Susan Stork, certified clinical research professional,
was appointed to serve on a Cancer Trials Support Unit
(CTSU), which is a service of the National Cancer
Institute (NCI) that facilitates access to NCI-funded
trials and supports the management of those trials.

Growth & Quality
• Fourteen new providers joined Blank Children’s Hospital in a
variety of specialties, including: pediatric emergency medicine,
pediatric infectious diseases, neonatology, hospitalist, general
pediatrics, perinatology, pediatric psychiatry, pediatric
pulmonology and pediatric endocrinology.
• Midwife Services and the Methodist West Hospital Maternity
Center each had record numbers of deliveries.
• The Pediatric Residency Program was approved to add a position,
allowing Blank Children’s Hospital to start offering 7 positions
each year.
• Construction began on the Iowa Methodist Medical Center/Blank
Children’s Hospital Emergency Department project.
• The Family Spaces on each floor of the hospital were remodeled
with help from Variety – The Children’s Charity to improve the
family experience.
• The Regional Child Protection Center was expanded to increase
the clinic size to better serve patients and families.
• The Cystic Fibrosis Center, the only service of its kind in Central
Iowa, was ranked 11th in the nation for its pulmonary function test
(PFT) scores by the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation Registry.
• Outreach efforts have expanded in Fort Dodge with the opening
of a Pulmonary Outreach Clinic and Gastroenterology Outreach
Clinic. An Endocrinology Outreach Clinic was established in
Cedar Rapids.
• The Neurology Clinic started reading pediatric electroencephalogram (EEG) tests for Allen Hospital in Waterloo.
• The Developmental Center began offering an Autism Clinic and
Behavior Clinic, each on a monthly basis. The center had a total
of 1,428 patient visits in 2014.
• The Pulmonology Clinic added allergy testing to its practice.
• The Center for Advocacy and Outreach partnered with Visiting
Nurse Services (VNS) to launch the Connections program in our
Developmental Center and General Pediatric Clinic. The program
provides support to children and families by getting them access
to services sooner.
• Several Blank Children’s and Maternity nurses were named as 100
Great Iowa Nurses. Those honored: Joy Carter, Mary Beth
Olander, Deborah Tell, Sandy Viers and Michelle Welch.
• After accumulating more than 300,000 miles, the chassis on the
Neonatal & Pediatric Critical Care Ambulance was replaced. The
ambulance received a new design
and paint job at the same time.

Foundation
• More than $3,200,000 was raised through the UnityPoint
Health Foundation in support of Blank Children’s Hospital.
Of that, $275,000 was from Variety – The Children’s Charity
in support of the new pediatric emergency department and
$106,000 from The Principal Charity Classic in support of
Child Life and the Center for Advocacy and Outreach.
• The Bill Warner Sr. Memorial Charity Golf Classic, hosted by
Merchants Bonding CompanyTM, raised $130,000 in support
of the NICU.
• The 31st annual Festival of Trees and Lights was held Nov.
26-30 at Veterans Memorial Community Choice Credit
Union Convention Center. The event was a huge success,
with more than 500 guests attending Gala. A record of more
than $480,000 was raised in support of Child Life and the
Center for Advocacy and Outreach. Special thanks to Larry
and Kathi Zimpleman for serving as the honorary chairs and
Iowa Realty for being the presenting sponsor.
• The bright new playground for Lynne Cutler Park, in
celebration of Erin Moomey, was dedicated on July 30.
During Erin’s time in the hospital, she decided the old
playground was “not very much fun” and made it a goal to
start raising money for a new playground. After Erin’s
unexpected death, her family, friends, school, dance studio
and the Charity with a Twist event helped raise more than
$50,000 to reach her goal.

A look to the future…
• Continuing to expand outreach efforts with additional specialties and locations.
• Enhancing family-centered care culture on all units.
• Continued growth and recruitment of pediatric, neonatal and obstetric specialists.
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