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It shouldn’t hurt to smile.
But many of the low income and
special needs patients of the
Dr. Rhys B. Jones Dental Health
Center (DHC) are living with
chronic mouth pain. Many have
never been to a dentist.
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Your gift can change the lives of
children who have lived with pain
for so long, they can’t remember
a time without it. Will you give
them the chance to smile again?
Dental health impacts lives
A child’s dental health has a
major influence on many areas
of their life:

that can greatly re-

Following Dr. Jones’ unexpected

duce a child’s ability

death in April 2012, the Dental

to succeed in life.

Health Center clinic space was
rededicated in his name. The
Center provides dental services to
infants, children and adolescents
in need of financial assistance and
to developmentally disabled children and adults. Since its opening
37 years ago it has served nearly
130,000 individuals.

In 2008, St. Luke’s Foundation

Dr. Ritu Bansal, DDS, MPH, has

A future to smile about

launched the Spark a Smile

been the director of the DHC

The DHC served 4,428 patients in

campaign to raise funds for DHC

since August 2011. Under Dr.
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Bansal’s leadership, the DHC
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continues to carry on Dr.

Program, the DHC provided 10,788

Jones’ vision of providing
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quality dental care to its
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at-risk population. The photo

Children are screened for urgent

below shows the severity of

dental needs and dental disease.

dental disease in children
seen at the clinic on a daily

While we are making a difference

basis.

in many young lives, there are
The DHC
offers children
up to 18 years
of age a

ment updates. The community
responded to our appeal for help
and because of philanthropic
support, the Center was renovated
in 2010. While the DHC was able
to replace 17-year-old equipment
and double its space to increase
the number of patients it can
serve, there is still much to be
done. We rely on the generosity
of our community to continue
to serve the children and special
needs adults in eastern Iowa.

positive experience when
going to the dentist. Patients are
put at ease by dentists, dental
assistants and dental hygienists
with pediatric and special care
experience. DHC dental hygienists visit local schools to provide

still more patients we need to
serve and more work to be done.
According to the Iowa Department
of Public Health, 46% of children
who are covered by Medicaid go
without any dental services at all.
We rely on the generosity of our
community to continue our mission.

You mean so much
to a child in pain.

public health dental screenings
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and dental sealants. Dental
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hygienists work to improve access

Foundation at 319/369-7716.

to dental care for many eastern
Iowa children.

